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Sri Lanka polls: President
Anura’s coalition wins big

NPP wins 159 seats in 225-member House, securing over two-thirds majority; it also registers wins

in regions that are home to Tamils and Muslims; Rajapaksas’ party reduced to just three seats

Meera Srinivasan
COLOMBO

resident Anura
P Kumara Dissa-
nayake’s ruling al-

liance secured a landslide
win in Sri Lanka’s Novem-
ber 14 general elections,
shattering records of
strong governments of the
past and making history in
the island’s ethnic minori-
ties-dominated north, east,
and hill country.

The National People’s
Power (NPP) won a total of
159 seats in the 225-mem-
ber House, securing over
two-thirds majority, official
results declared on Friday
showed. The Opposition
Samagi Jana Balawegaya
(SJB or United People’s
Force) followed, with just
40 seats. The formerly po-
werful Rajapaksas’ party,
Sri Lanka Podujana Pera-

=

Confident stride: President Anura Kumara Dissanayake walking

out after casting his vote in the election on Thursday. REUTERS

muna, was nearly wiped
out, with its presence in
the legislature shrinking to
three seats from the 145 it
won in the 2020 general
elections. The election out-
come gives President Dis-
sanayake ample power in
the legislature to take for-
ward his pledges on politi-
cal and economic reform.

Compared to the Sep-
tember presidential elec-
tion, the NPP’s vote share
rose considerably across
the island in the parlia-
mentary polls, but its espe-
cially remarkable mandate
in the north and east that
are home to Tamils and
Muslims drew attention.

In Jaffna, the NPP won

three out of six seats, be-
coming the first main-
stream party from the
south to topple prominent
northern Tamil parties, in-
cluding the Ilankai Tamil
Arasu Katchi (ITAK). The
results in this region over-
turn the image of the NPP’s
chief constituent Janatha
Vimukthi Peramuna [JVP
or People’s Liberation
Front] as an “anti-Tamil
rights” party, based on the
JVP’s fierce opposition in
the 1980s to Tamils’ self-
rule and the merger of the
north and east.

“It [Jaffna] is the crown
of this victory,” prominent
JVP member and former
MP Bimal Rathnayake told
The Hindu.
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Sri Lanka polls: President Anura’s coalition wins big

HerhT TeATa: TeAfd AU F TSqEUA F T3 AT

NPP wins 159 seats in 225-member House, securing over two-thirds
majority; it also registers wins in regions that are home to Tamils and
Muslims; Rajapaksas’ party reduced to just three seats

TAddY & 225 eFhT wewr & 159 €ie Shaew ar faes & 3flrs sgad
gifde i, swar affel it Faaa=t & e aror aEt & ot S qof
&r; Terqel A I Faa T del w [T 718



President Anura Kumara Dissanayake's Historic Election Win

Tseafd 3T FAR e w1 e gamd e

President Anura Kumara Dissanayake’s ruling alliance secured a landslide win in Sri
Lanka’'s November 14, 2024 general elections, shattering records of strong
governments of the past.

Tsgafd 3T $AR feaalien=ge & Ah Toatial = Ao & 14 AqaX 2024 & 37H
eTal # ALTER S gTider HT, el Tod #olgd TWHRT & Repls ge |

The National People’s Power (NPP) won a total of 159 seats in the 225-member
House, securing over two-thirds majority.

TSGR SR 9rél (NPP) o 225 HEET #eal & ol 159 HIE il forad a)-faers
qgAd gIiiel g3

The Opposition Samagi Jana Balawegaya (SJB or United People’s Force) followed, with
just 40 seats.

faualr FARh S FemIrT (SIB AT Fges NUed BIH) &I 380G 16, FHdd 40 HE
A
The formerly powerful Rajapaksas’ party, Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna, was nearly

wiped out, with its presence in the legislature shrinking to just three seats from the 145
seats it won in the 2020 general elections.

Tgel ATFARAMCT TsTaeY aréf, Aoieht Wgellall U, SaTsTaT HATA & 18, 3R gah
39TEUfd 2020 & 3T TaATal 7 Sl 145 Wt & g @ 3 el s @ae 7]

The election outcome gives President Dissanayake ample power in the legislature to
take forward his pledges on political and economic reform.

olra qRoH egafa feafemsras o weeifas s anfds gunt o sroeh gfaasi
F I g F AU GHiTa i 2T B

Compared to the September presidential election, the NPP’s vote share rose
considerably across the island, but its especially remarkable mandate in the north and
east that are home to Tamils and Muslims drew attention.

fdex wegufar gama & AFEA, NPP &7 ale T Y @i & &I e, Afdet @
3 3R & &, S AT 3R FHAATAT BT B, SHDT HATUROT STACL €T
3T S YT B

In Jaffna, the NPP won three out of six seats, becoming the first mainstream party
from the south to topple prominent northern Tamil parties, including the llankai Tamil
Arasu Katchi (ITAK).

6T A, NPP S 88 ® & dffer W Sirch, orad I8 Sfdior @ ugell HEIURT & & &l
S 9@ 3ol affier aiieat, forad sears affter 3Ry Frt (ITAK) o enffer & &t
gaT|

The results in this region overturn the image of the NPP’s chief constituent Janatha

Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP) as an “anti-Tamil rights” party, based on the JVP’s fierce
opposition in the 1980s to Tamils’ self-rule and the merger of the north and east.

59 &9 H URUIAT o NPP & HEY °eeh SAeal fafgfdd RAA (JVP) f SfF 1 3ere



fear &, S 1980 & geres & affdll F FF-am e IR ITR-Yd & fderg & [@ard o
e & FROT “affied IPFERY & AA ot F T F gg=Er Sar oam|

o ‘It [Jaffna] is the crown of this victory,” prominent JVP member and former MP Bimal
Rathnayake told The Hindu.

“TE [STh=TT] 58 o &1 af &, 9fiey JVP @8 3R 47 uidg fee T&as a3 g
g samm

India says climate finance
is not an ‘investment goal

|GS Paper llI: Environment |

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

At the ongoing COP-29 ne-
gotiations in Azerbaijan’s
Baku, India stated that cli-
mate finance — the money
that’s necessary to incen-
tivise and facilitate deve-
loping countries’ adoption
of renewable energy sourc-
es over fossil fuels — should
not be seen as “investment
goals” by developed
countries.

“Climate finance cannot
be changed into an invest-
ment goal when it is a un-
idirectional provision and
mobilisation goal from the
developed to the develop-
ing countries. The Paris
Agreement is clear on who
is to provide and mobilise
the climate finance - it is
the developed countries,”
said a statement by India’s
lead negotiator, Naresh Pal
Gangwar, late on Thurs-
day. The statement was
formally made public by
the Union Environment
Ministry on Friday.

Green image: Women posing for a picture by the logo of the United
Nations Climate Change Conference in Baku on Friday. REUTERS

Currently, $5-6.8 trillion
worth of climate finance
until 2030 is being mooted
at Baku.

Several technical issues
are being deliberated upon
at Baku. The key moment,
however, that the hun-
dreds of negotiators are
working upon is the New
Collective Quantified Goal
on Climate Finance
(NCQG). This is an estimate
of the money that develop-
ing countries will collec-
tively require from deve-
loped countries to adapt to
climate change and shift to

renewable sources without
compromising on develop-
mental needs.

The existing estimate,
agreed upon in 2009, was
to mobilise and deliver
$100 billion annually from
2020-2025 but was fulfilled
— not to universal agree-
ment — only in 2022. Ho-
wever, in 2021, the coun-
tries collectively decided
to increase it.
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India says climate
finance is not an
‘investment goal’

HT o Fgl, STeraryg
faa 1S ‘T T8
oTel

India's Stand on Climate Finance at
COP-29

COP-29 # #IRa & @iy fad w
2:]

¢ At the ongoing COP-29 negotiations
in Azerbaijan’s Baku, India stated
that climate finance — the money
necessary to incentivise and facilitate
developing countries' adoption of
renewable energy sources over fossil
fuels — should not be seen as
"investment goals" by developed
countries.

Tl 3¢ COP-29 ITaT H IeRa= &
Tk A, IRd o Fgl o Ferarg fae —
gg 9o S faeraeiier ge &r

AT FT Fidl T e IR defomed ST SHad U« S SHE 39 &
fow afa #3380 a1 F & v Jw 0 § - 38 e ot ganr g
T F T H AT @I AT AMRT|

o "Climate finance cannot be changed into an investment goal when it is a unidirectional
provision and mobilisation goal from the developed to the developing countries," said a
statement by India’s lead negotiator, Naresh Pal Gangwar, late on Thursday.



"STefarg A 1 Uk A3 6T H ALl Seell S Hehel ST TE Teh Tha (Wl FrauTel
3R Al ot & faehraelier &It @1 UIed i &1 &g gl," HRd & HE&T aTdihk

A 9T IFTER o AR I T Ueh ATl A gl |

The statement was formally made public by the Union Environment Ministry on
Friday.

I ST WY GATEROT HATT GaRT YHaR 1 Aaaier &0 & Aderiaien fhar am)
Currently, $5-6.8 trillion worth of climate finance until 2030 is being mooted at Baku.

aAT H, $5-6.8 Reforae de &1 Siefary faw 2030 A a1 # EaTiad fRar ST W@ Bl

Several technical issues are being deliberated upon at Baku. The key moment, however,
that the hundreds of negotiators are working upon is the New Collective Quantified
Goal on Climate Finance (NCQG).

% H FE dehelieh Heal W FAaR-fRAs fhar o w1 81 grenfe, a8 Agcayqol 9o o
W HFS AAPR FTH F IQ €, I6 & A¢ APfed IRATOE Srerary e @a v
(NCQG)I

This is an estimate of the money that developing countries will collectively require from

developed countries to adapt to climate change and shift to renewable sources without
compromising on developmental needs.

g Ueh IJAT ¢ T Taspraeiier &Rif &l Stefarg gRads & gl gl 3R adeoi
diat 7 aRads e & fov Rwfa qut & aiks &9 @ fhda uet H sraegerar
gl aTfer FaspraTcAs araegsart & Tasilar o &

The existing estimate, agreed upon in 2009, was to mobilise and deliver $100 billion
annually from 2020-2025, but was fulfilled — not to universal agreement — only in 2022.

FHISTaT 31eTAT, ST 2009 H HAT g% oY, I§ AT 2020-2025 T & Al $100 faferaer
fad Serar 3R gerer e, Afehel 38 shael 2022 & QU fohar T — IE AEH AR

TeAfa & ar Tl

However, in 2021, the countries collectively decided to increase it.

gTeifh, 2021 &, &2 & WHARF T ¥ 0 Fg=t H1 BHAor |




[GS Paper I: Geography |

The top producers of corn by individual country are the U.S., China,
Brazil, Argentina, Ukraine, and India.

Top 3 Maize-Producing States of India
e As per the Economic Survey 2020-21, around 38% of India’s total maize production is
from 3 states in India.
e Karnataka — Karnataka contributed 16.45% of the total maize production in India.
Madhya Pradesh — Madhya Pradesh contributed 11.37% of the total maize produced in
India.
¢ Maharashtra — Maharashtra accounted for 10.91% of the total maize produced in India.



Delhi govt. enforces stricter curbs on vehicles,

staggered of]

IGS Paper Ill: Environment

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

A day after the Commission
for Air Quality Management
in NCR and Adjoining Areas
announced stricter anti-pol-
lution curbs, the Delhi go-
vernment introduced sever-
al measures, including a ban
on private BS-III petrol and
BS-IV diesel vehicles, pro-
hibiting the entry of inter-
State non-electric and non-
CNG buses, certain catego-
ries of construction work,
and staggered government

Delhi govt. enforces stricter curbs on vehicles,

office timings.

The air quality on Friday
improved slightly from the
‘severe’ category to the up-
per end of the ‘very poor’
category, but remained the
worst in the country, ac-
cording to official data. The
conditions are likely to re-
main the same for the next
six days. An AQI between
301 and 400 is considered
‘very poor’ and 401 and 450
‘severe’.

Environment  Minister
Gopal Rai said the Delhi
Transport Corporation will

run 106 shuttle bus services
to boost public transport.

More bus, metro trips
These buses will run 1,844
trips, with 40 bus services
specifically for the city’s go-
vernment employees. He
said the Delhi Metro will run
an additional 60 trips.
Meanwhile, on the curbs on
different types of vehicles,
Mr. Rai said violators will
face a fine of ¥20,000.
Chief Minister Atishi an-
nounced staggered timings
for government offices to

ease traffic congestion. In a
post on X, the CM said that
Central government offices
will operate from 9 a.m. to
530 p.m., Delhi govern-
ment offices from 10 a.m. to
6.30 p.m., and municipal
corporation offices from
8.30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Approving the decision,
Lieutenant-Governor V.K.
Saxena said in a communi-
cation to the CM, said, “It
should have come into ef-
fect by 01.11.2024. I'm con-
strained to note that it took
as many as 15 days for the

staggered office timings to battle air pollution

feel TR & ag yquor & fAged ¥ fAv awal W

TEd Ifaae T, SR AT & dord fHar

Delhi Government's Measures to Tackle Pollution

el TFR & vguor ¥ fAves & 3

1ce timings to battle air pollution

Hon’ble CM to endorse the
same once GRAP-III (Grad-
ed Response Action Plan)
restrictions kicked in, rath-
er than as a pre-emptive
measure.”

Though the government
had a day earlier declared
the closure of schools for
students up to Class 5 and
asked them to conduct the
classes online, officials said
since schools were shut for
Guru Nanak Jayanti on Fri-
day, they would be able to
gauge the efficacy of the
move only from Monday.

e« A day after the Commission for Air Quality Management in NCR and Adjoining
Areas announced stricter anti-pollution curbs, the Delhi government introduced several
measures, including a ban on private BS-IIl petrol and BS-IV diesel vehicles,
prohibiting the entry of inter-state non-electric and non-CNG buses, certain categories
of construction work, and staggered government office timings.

TS TSTUTell & (NCR) 3R ArH9rE & 8741 & ag JoTaeT Yaere AT SarT T&d
YeNUT A0 3UTAT T BNoT & T e a1, e WER A F$ 3T AT esnd
&1, TE# BS-11l 9gker 3R BS-IV fieiel algail I 9faeer, Ha=aa IR-gafFes 3R R-
CNG & & 79T W U, F& A0 & i &1, 3R sl st & a7 a1
fRstrerer anfAer €1

e The air quality on Friday improved slightly from the ‘severe’ category to the upper end
of the ‘very poor’ category, but remained the worst in the country, according to official

data.



IFHAR T 1Y I[0Tar UrsT Ferl, St arsfi Ao @r‘ag?r g« Aol & 9 37T dF
ggll, Afthel THNT el & AR TE & H ToH TS Q|

The conditions are likely to remain the same for the next six days. An AQI between 301
and 400 is considered ‘very poor’ and 401 and 450 ‘severe’.

IRIEATIAT 30T B et doh AT /A T AT &1 AQI 3T 301 T 400 & 1T gar
&, 39 ‘9gd @I 3R 401 W 450 & &g I AR AT ST

Environment Minister Gopal Rai said the Delhi Transport Corporation will run 106
shuttle bus services to boost public transport.

TITaIor A MATT T o el o feddl IRagsT [ 106 e 99 A9 I difer

grasifae aRags Ft seEr Ao |

These buses will run 1,844 trips, with 40 bus services specifically for the city’s
government employees. He said the Delhi Metro will run an additional 60 trips.

Y Y 1,844 IMET TATGN, THTH T 40 99 AW AT FT & M & WHRT HAARAT
& faw gl 38l Fgr 6 ool AY 60 IrfARFT IT=MT TemUam|

Meanwhile, on the curbs on different types of vehicles, Mr. Rai said violators will face a
fine of ¥20,000.

g o, Affied YR & agar 9 gfaael & a) H, 8 T o gl & oot Hlal
aTell s 20,000 &1 STATAT ST

Chief Minister Atishi announced staggered timings for government offices to ease
traffic congestion. In a post on X, the CM said that Central government offices will
operate from 9 a.m. to 5.30 p.m., Delhi government offices from 10 a.m. to 6.30 p.m.,
and municipal corporation offices from 8.30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Fegaa snfaelt & I SH B FH e & T @l wraterdt & v ana F
fetrarer 7 BYOT &) X W vw G F, FEIAA A Fgl 6 FAT TWHR FETET 9 T
¥ 5.30 T dh, Red! TWHFR & FETET 10 I ¥ 6.30 991 dF, 3R IR 9T &
FRTET 8.30 aoF ¥ 5 aaF deh T giav|

Approving the decision, Lieutenant-Governor V.K. Saxena said in a communication to
the CM, “It should have come into effect by 01.11.2024. I'm constrained to note that it
took as many as 15 days for the Hon’ble CM to endorse the same once GRAP-III
(Graded Response Action Plan) restrictions kicked in, rather than as a pre-emptive
measure.”

ﬁvﬁaﬁﬁaﬁaﬁgw,w-maﬁmmmﬁrﬂwsﬁaﬁwwﬁam,“ag
01.11.2024 T 9] &1 ST AT AT| { I Al Fel A S1eqar g W & 6 Iz
0TI GRAP-1II (333 RETH TarereT Taltet) Wideer o] glel & &1 15 e ofer 910, Safeh
S Ush fAaR® 39 & §9 # 9gol g o9 fohdl ST Fevell ATI”

Though the government had a day earlier declared the closure of schools for students
up to Class 5 and asked them to conduct the classes online, officials said since schools
were shut for Guru Nanak Jayanti on Friday, they would be able to gauge the efficacy
of the move only from Monday.

gleliich TN o Teh [&oT Ugol FE&IN 5 ch & Ol o [T Teholl T §& T BITUT &Y
A1 3R 37 IS FETT AT FeT T el AT, JTRRAT o gl o feh




AR FI IE Aledsh TN F HRUT Thel §¢ A, d 38 heH B JHTaRMeldl FT Fedichad
el HIFAAR & g T 9Tea|

Commission for Air Quality Management (CAQM)
arg IOTEdT Y 3T (CAQM)

The Commission for Air Quality Management (CAQM) is a statutory body
established in 2020 under the Commission for Air Quality Management in National
Capital Region and Adjoining Areas Act, 2021.

aIY [UTaAT YaHe HANT (CAQM) Teh defass fovshrar &, St 2020 & I r
T &7 AR $HF HE-I F & A I qoraar yaue Afefaaa, 2021
& ded Tuiiaa fhar )

It serves as a comprehensive institution for addressing air pollution in the National
Capital Region (NCR) and its surrounding states, including Haryana, Punjab, Uttar
Pradesh, and Rajasthan.

g AT TSTeT=T 81 (NCR) 3R 50 3E-91F & AT, o1 AT, 9979,
3 Y&, AR TS H A YGET H HAfAd A & v veh samas
FEAA & 7 H FF L gl

Key Features

aeT fdyan

1.

Purpose: To coordinate, research, and enforce measures to combat air pollution in the
NCR and adjoining regions.

3¢2RT: NCR 3R 38 AH-U1H & &3 # arg Jquor & fages & fav
HHeAY YT, AT AT AR 3T M) AT

. Jurisdiction: Includes the NCR and areas with significant pollution sources impacting

the air quality of the NCR.

HAFR 8T NCR IR T &7 S NCR &1 arg J[urar &l Feffde it arel
HAGcaqUT YGNUT Hidl 7 A &

Mandate: Focuses on curbing activities such as stubble burning, vehicular
emissions, industrial pollution, and dust from construction and demolition.

HIT: Well ST, gl 3cdoret, Atea e wayor, 3k fawtor sk faeaw &
e S arfafaferlt @ Yt e Fiea e g

Composition:
o Chairperson (appointed by the Central Government).
o Members from various ministries and state governments.




O

Experts in environmental conservation and pollution control.
LT,

IEET (Fe, THR @R fAgeFd)|

o Taffest AATERT AR ToT TWHRT & TG |

TATEROT EXETOT 3R JeuuT fa=or # faQIv=|

o

O

Functions

H

o Implementing stringent pollution control measures.
3 YUY fAI=or 3UTAY &l ATe] AT

« Monitoring and improving air quality standards.
qrg IOTaET ATAHI T FIRET 3R GUR |

« Coordinating with multiple stakeholders, including states and central pollution control
boards.

Tt AR A 9quor fg=or st afgd Affes faues & ay aHeag
T

e Suggesting penalties for non-compliance with air quality standards.
dry IUTAT HleTehl T Ulele] o Hlel & T AT 1 FAd =T

Bharat Stage Emission Standards (BSES)

Bharat Stage Emission Standards (BSES)
HRA TSl ool ATAH (BSES)

o The Bharat Stage (BS) emission standards are regulations instituted by the
Government of India to regulate the output of air pollutants from internal
combustion engines and vehicles.

IR T (BS) 3cHolel AAF, AR &gl SoieT X aATgall ¥ Tiehelel arel
arg Ye¥! I [AHATAT el & [T RT TFR T IE v 7w @74 §

e They are based on European emission standards.

3 FAIRT 3cqete AHI W ITRA &

BS-111 (Bharat Stage 111)
BS-111 (HRa ¥ 111)

e Introduced: 2005, but became mandatory across India by 2010.
YIRET: 2005, offeheT 2010 eh QX HRA #H Hfiard|

e Emission Reduction:




o Significant reduction in pollutants like Carbon Monoxide (CO) and Nitrogen
Oxides (NOXx).

o g FIE AMINFAES (CO) AR AZeIaaT AFAETH (NOX) S Jg¥ent
# Fgcaqol FAT o1 §|

o Fuel Specifications: Required cleaner fuels with lower sulfur content than BS-11
standards.

guar RAfrszar: BS-11 ATl 1 Jofell HFH FoBT WHA aTol Taes 8T T
JTaYehdT|

BS-1V (Bharat Stage 1V)
BS-1V (HRd T 1V)

e Introduced: 2010 in select cities, phased nationwide by April 1, 2017.
YR Yidiar et #2010, 3R 1 3rder 2017 b P HRA & w19
o Emission Reduction:
o Focused on further reducing CO, NOx, and Hydrocarbons (HC).

o CO, NOx, 3R gEYFTasT (HC) T 3 &H &iel I €A higd]

o Fuel Specifications:
o Low-sulfur fuel (50 ppm, compared to 350 ppm in BS-11l).

o FH FeBT §4 (50 ppm, BS-111F 350 ppm HT Jef=l )|
e Reduced particulate matter from diesel engines.

SISTeT Solel U HUT YTA I el TohaT|

Relationship Between CAQM and BS Standards
CAQM 3R BS A=l & o daer

o The CAQM plays a crucial role in monitoring and enforcing vehicular emission
standards in the NCR.

CAQM, NCR # aTgeT 3cHalel HTeTah! 1 FAoRrelt 3R waeter & Ageaqut s1ffemr
[GEIGIR

o During periods of severe air pollution, the CAQM may impose restrictions on the use
of vehicles that comply only with older standards (e.g., BS-111 or BS-1V).

TR A YQWOT I AT & NI, CAQM shael qUTY ATeTah! (S, BS-111 4T
BS-1V) dTel dTgall & 39T X UfAee o9 TehaTl &1

o For instance, during times of smog or high AQI levels, such vehicles are often banned
or restricted from operating in the NCR.

3CTeX0T & foIu, TANT a1 357 AQI T & GRIeT, 0H dTgaAl Sl NCR H Tareled
o vfasfa fFar sar g




Probe team set up to bust inter-State gang
involved in Taruner Swapno scheme

[PCs

Shiv Sahay Singh
KOLKATA

An inter-State gang is in-
volved in the fraud of direct
benefit transfer of West
Bengal’s Taruner Swapno
scheme where funds meant
for students for buying ta-
blets and smartphones have
been siphoned off to other
accounts, the State police
said on Friday.

With the tentacles of the
alleged scam spreading far
and wide, affecting hun-
dreds of beneficiaries, the
West Bengal police have set
up a joint investigation
team with officials of the
Criminal Investigation De-
partment and cybercrime.
The members of the team
said the racket may have
embezzled funds from simi-
lar schemes in Maharash-
tra, Rajasthan, and Jhark-
hand.

“As per the latest infor-
mation, 93 cases [FIRs]
have been registered, 11 pe-
ople have been arrested
and funds meant for 1,911

ee

As per the latest
information, 93 cases
have been registered, 11
people have been
arrested and funds
meant for 1,911
beneficiaries have been
transferred to other
accounts

SUPRATIM SARKAR
Additional Director General and
Inspector General of Police

beneficiaries have been
transferred to other ac-
counts,” Supratim Sarkar,
Additional Director General
and Inspector General of
Police, South Bengal, said.
Mr. Sarkar said three per-
sons were arrested on
Thursday from Purba Medi-
nipur. Based on the interro-
gation, the police have
learned that they are an in-
ter-State gang. Of the three
accused, two are residents
of Malda’s Baisnabnagar

and one from Chopra in Ut-
tar Dinajpur district.

According to the police,
the funds under the Traun-
er Swapno Scheme were
transferred to 16 lakh stu-
dents, but based on the
FIRs 1,911 students have not
received funds, which is
about 0.1% of the total be-
neficiaries.

‘Rough and tough’

Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee, breaking her silence
on the fraud, called it an ad-
ministrative issue. Ms. Ba-
nerjee assured that all those
students who have not re-
ceived the money would get
their share of the funds.

“This kind of hacking has
taken place earlier in Maha-
rashtra as well as other
States. Police are investigat-
ing and our administration
is rough and tough. We will
handle this,” the Chief Mi-
nister said.

Meanwhile, several ques-
tions have arisen, such as
how the accused manipulat-
ed the account numbers of

beneficiaries. Since most of
the arrests have been of re-
sidents of Chopra and Mal-
da, speculations are rife
that these places may have
a direct link with the scam.
The investigators have re-
fused to elaborate more on
the modus operandi but ad-
ded that Chopra and Malda
may be linked with the
fraud cartel hub.

The State government’s
Taruner Swapno Scheme is
aimed to bridge the digital
divide among students by
providing a one-time grant
of 710,000 to those study-
ing in higher secondary
classes to buy smartphones
and tablets. In the financial
year 2024-25, the West Ben-
gal government has allocat-
ed about ¥900 crore for the
scheme.

While there have been al-
legations of irregularities in
the implementations of wel-
fare schemes in the State,
this is the first time allega-
tions of manipulation of the
beneficiary list have come
to the fore.

Probe team set up to bust inter-State gang involved in
Taruner Swapno scheme

dIUR EGCAT AoiAT H AT AT g &1
$STHIS Flal & AT AT gof TS

Inter-State Gang Involved in Fraud of Taruner Swapno Scheme

TIR T AT H AT AT F1 anfAer



An inter-State gang is involved in the fraud of direct benefit transfer under West
Bengal's Taruner Swapno scheme, where funds meant for students to buy tablets and
smartphones have been siphoned off to other accounts, the State police said on
Friday.

HaT-T=g A1 gfRge Somer I TR TaoAT AT H N@Hs H A g, ST oEf
F T e 3R TAewT @ic & v [T a9 & 3577 @rdal # TUHAaRd a
fear arar &, T gfod o Yehar Sl gl

With the tentacles of the alleged scam spreading far and wide, affecting hundreds of
beneficiaries, the West Bengal police have set up a joint investigation team with
officials of the Criminal Investigation Department and cybercrime.

AT BleTel & qI-gT A thelel & ATy, it Awgt ATenfIAt 1 werriaa T T@T ¢, aiRas
qarer gferd o 3roRTe S fsmmer 3R AgeR FeH AUEIRAT & WY v @YFA S
AT IS B

The members of the team said the racket may have embezzled funds from similar
schemes in Maharashtra, Rajasthan, and Jharkhand.

S & TeEdl F Fgl Toh Ig \&he THIA: AGRISE, TSIEYT, 3R FIRES & AT
ASATT A T Y T T Gohell &

“As per the latest information, 93 cases [FIRs] have been registered, 11 people have
been arrested, and funds meant for 1,911 beneficiaries have been transferred to other
accounts,” said Supratim Sarkar, Additional Director General and Inspector General of
Police, South Bengal, on Friday.

"G SThRI & 3He]ER, 93 A [THITEHR] <ol T 1T §, 11 @1 fIRFaR e are
g, 3R 1,911 smnfdat & for AuRa a1 A 37 @rdar # wye=aRd e @ g,
gufadr TER, 3fAREd Aeern seler 3R gfora Agiiariers, eI §mrel, o har i
el

Mr. Sarkar said three persons were arrested on Thursday from Purba Medinipur.
Based on the interrogation, the police have learned that they are an inter-State gang.

A THR o FgT o AT sAfFa) 1 AR ol Ra AR & FREAR fhar |

YIS & 3MUR W Yo & Ig d@ier o 3 woh AR A )
Of the three accused, two are residents of Malda’s Baisnabnagar and one from
Chopra in Uttar Dinajpur district.

el IRTAT F & 2T AT F FqAGnR & e § 3R v 3w e s
AT 7 FarEr gl

According to the police, the funds under the Taruner Swapno Scheme were transferred
to 16 lakh students, but based on the FIRs, 1,911 students have not received funds,
which is about 0.1% of the total beneficiaries.

9ieE & 3TER, dEUR FECAT ATl o g 16 A BT I &eT FEAIRA T a1
T, WHfhe] THIATEHR o ITUR W, 1,911 SR T &l &1 AT, ST FHol arenidat
STITIIT 0.1% &

Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee, breaking her silence on the fraud, called it an
administrative issue. Ms. Banerjee assured that all those students who have not
received the money would get their share of the funds.



HATTHA AACT Feisit -1 38 LWL W 390 IO 1S §U 38 U TR Hegl
HET| 3egiel 1A f&ar i o ot & 3 a8 A € 378 30 Ry &1 e

AT S|

o “This kind of hacking has taken place earlier in Maharashtra as well as other States.
Police are investigating and our administration is rough and tough. We will handle this,”
the Chief Minister said.

“%Wﬁmqﬁwﬁ?mmﬁm?ﬁgﬁmmw@%sﬂ?
FART YR FOR 3 W& &1 §H S0 HHTeN,” HEIHA o gl

e Meanwhile, several questions have arisen, such as how the accused manipulated the
account numbers of beneficiaries. Since most of the arrests have been of residents of
Chopra and Malda, speculations are rife that these places may have a direct link with
the scam.

g oM, $$ JaTd 36 I &, o IRITAAT o At & @ar de:7 J Fa g
%mlﬁﬁWWWWW?ﬁaﬁﬁ@g@ﬁwm
TS ST WY & T 57 TUT &7 bierer O Wt & g7 It gl

e The investigators have refused to elaborate more on the modus operandi but added
that Chopra and Malda may be linked with the fraud cartel hub.

SrahdI3T o FRYOM W 3106 FaaRr & § shR HX fm, JdfersT Ig et &
st 3R ArereT AT FET §T T 3T & T g
e The State government’s Taruner Swapno Scheme is aimed to bridge the digital divide

among students by providing a one-time grant of ¥10,000 to those studying in higher
secondary classes to buy smartphones and tablets.

T THR I dOR a0l AT T 3652 O & ard Bfoesr @r§ 1 qree g,
S+ ded 3Td ATATAS FETAT H Ug W@ BT &N 210,000 HY ThAed AR Y Sl 2,
aIfd 3 THRCHA 3R ¢ @l |

e Inthe financial year 2024-25, the West Bengal government has allocated about ¥900
crore for the scheme.

2024-25 Ty a¥ 7, 9fas §Ind WIHR T 5T AIoTell & [T 3T T900 FAS
yrafed feu gl
e While there have been allegations of irregularities in the implementation of welfare

schemes in the State, this is the first time allegations of manipulation of the beneficiary
list have come to the fore.

T H FeIdIURRT T3 & Hraleadsd H JAIATAr3T &1 3T ggor 8y T
A &, Afched Tg Tgell IR & ST ol Py & IR FT IRIT JTHA 3777 &

The top producers of corn by individual country are the U.S., China,
Brazil, Argentina, Ukraine, and India.



Top 3 Maize-Producing States of India

As per the Economic Survey 2020-21, around 38% of India’s total maize production is
from 3 states in India. The top 3 maize-producing states of India, as of 2020-21, are
listed below:

1. Karnataka — Karnataka contributed 16.45% of the total maize production in India.

2. Madhya Pradesh — Madhya Pradesh contributed 11.37% of the total maize produced in
India.

3. Maharashtra — Maharashtra accounted for 10.91% of the total maize produced in India.
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he M.A.O. College, established by Sir

Syed in 1877, as also its outgrowth, the

Aligarh Muslim University has been the

finest constructive manifestation of
Muslim educational and cultural activity after
1857. The Supreme Court of India in S. Azeez
Basha (1967), without even giving the university
an opportunity of being heard, had declared it to
be an institution that was neither established nor
administered by Muslims. The seven-judge Bench
judgment in the Aligarh Muslim University (AMU)
case (2024) is in tune with the series of liberal and
progressive decisions on minority rights by the
top court in the last 75 years with the only
aberration being Azeez Basha (1967), now
comprehensively overruled. But to say that the
judgment is a 4:3 one may not be correct as on
certain points one finds unanimity on the Bench.
Even though dissenting judges such as in the 1967
judgment attached much importance to the
statutory provisions of the Aligarh Muslim
University Act, they were of the view that merely
looking at the incorporating statute is not the
appropriate test to determine the minority
character of a university.

Dissent was not really dissent

The AMU judgment 2024 is unique where
dissents were not really dissents in the broad
interpretation of Article 30 of the Constitution —
in terms of it extending protection to universities,
pre-constitutional-era institutions, and
non-waiver of fundamental rights. Interestingly,
Justice Dipankar Datta himself admitted that he
was in a minority within minority as despite his
substantial agreement with ‘thoughts and
conclusions’ with the two dissenting judges, his
views too differed with theirs. Accordingly, on the
issue of the validity of the 1981 reference to seven
judges, the judgment is 4:3. But on the validity of
the 2019 reference, the judgment is 6:1.
Therefore, the former Chief Justice of India (CJI)
D.Y. Chandrachud-led bench had a valid reference
to answer. One may not have any quarrel with
Justice Dutta’s appreciation of
pre-Independence-era judges including CJI K.N.
Wanchoo, who was an ICS officer, but the
Constitution cannot remain a living and
transformative document if earlier judgments of a
positivist era are not overruled. The Supreme
Court is not bound by its earlier judgments. Its
jurisprudence improved when it overruled
formalistic interpretations of ‘procedure
established by law” of A.K. Gopalan (1950) in
Maneka Gandhi (1978). Similarly, K.S. Puttaswamy
(2017) , saw the eight-judge Bench judgment in
M.P. Sharma (1954) being overruled to declare the
right to privacy as a fundamental right. There is a
long list of such overruled decisions.

Even on the indicia to determine minority
character, there was broad agreement among the
seven judges, including Justice Datta, that
broader criterion is to be preferred with a flexible
framework and a holistic approach. There is
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Muslim
University
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test that the
claim of
minority
character must
rest on an
exclusive or
near exclusive
communal
character of the
institution is
not a good sign

unanimity in the judgments that minorities must
prove ‘intent to administer’. Justice D.Y.
Chandrachud observed that the ‘right to
administer is the consequence of establishment.
To do otherwise, would amount to converting a
consequence to a pre-condition’. He was simply
following the ratio of Basha (1967); that if a
minority has established an institution, it would
get the consequential right to administer.

Judicial discipline has been rightly given
prominence by the dissenting judges. But then, in
deciding the contours of administration, how can
they go beyond the 11-judge Bench judgment in
T.M.A. Pai Foundation (2002) that limited it to
selection of students, fixation of fee, choosing of
governing bodies and right to discipline
employees? The nine-judge Bench in Xaviers
(1974) explicitly observed that ‘under the guise of
exclusive right of management, minorities cannot
decline to follow the general pattern. In Kerala
Education Bill (1958), the Court had held that the
dominant word in Article 30 is ‘choice’. Xaviers
(1974) reiterated this choice, both in
establishment as well as administration.

Focus on the incorporating Act

Dissenting judges attached much importance to
the incorporating Act. But then, Justice M.H. Beg
in Xaviers (1974) was categorical that “If the object
of an enactment is to compel a minority
Institution, even indirectly, to give up the exercise
of its fundamental rights, the provisions which
have this effect will be void or inoperative against
the minority Institution”. Similarly, the CJI was
right that mere acknowledgment of the founder’s
name in itself in the statute cannot be the
determining factor. In fact, if the ‘overriding
governmental control’ test of dissenting judges is
applied on their own examples of institutions, it
would become clear that in comparison to AMU,
they have much tighter governmental control,
including the power to dissolve such minority
universities. India’s courts have been permitting
governmental regulations to maintain efficiency
and standards and not as a yardstick to determine
minority character. Greater governmental control
is basically allowed in the interests of
non-minorities who receive education in such
minority institutions and those who are affected
by the administrative decisions of minority
management.

Surprisingly, Justice Datta, who alone held
both the references as non est or invalid, in an
unprecedented manner, not only answered the
reference but also decided the matter himself by
applying the indicia given by the majority as well
as minority judges leaving nothing for the three
judges’ Bench. This was also after observing in
paragraph 13 that “it is foregone conclusion that
history would be rewritten and declaration of
Aligarh Muslim University by this court as a
minority educational institution is only a matter
of time”, If he himself was correct in applying the
indicia and reached a definite conclusion, why

Universities are different from religious institutions

was he so sure that a threejudge Bench would
reach a different finding? A reference Bench
generally avoids pre-judging the outcome of a
matter by the regular Bench.

The dissenting judges also emphasised the test
of minority dominance to such an extent that a
minority university cannot get minority character
just because being a university, it accepted its
governance structure being similar to that of
other universities. The test that the claim of
minority character must rest on exclusive or near
exclusive communal character of the institution is
not a good sign. Universities are different from
religious institutions and the expectation of
liberal institutions of secular education to indulge
in ghettoisation is contrary to the vision of Article
30.

Where there was erring

Justice Dutta’s view that 30 lakh was not raised
for establishing the AMU is factually incorrect.
There is a letter dated August 9, 1912 from
Harcourt Butler, Member of the
Governor-General in the Council, making this a
condition precedent for the incorporation of the
university. Justice Datta has overlooked some
crucial clauses of the dissolution provision which
retained the continuity with the M.A.O. College.
The AMU inherited all debts, liabilities, privileges
and rights of M.A.O. College. Since Justice Datta
himself has accepted M.A.O. College as a minority
institution, in terms of Section 4, the AMU
automatically inherited its character.

Where the majority went wrong was on the
question of the minority surrendering its right to
administer because the apex court in Basheshar
Nath (1959) had held that a waiver of fundamental
rights is constitutionally impermissible.
Dissenting judge Justice S.C. Sharma himself ruled
out the possibility of such surrender. In the
context of Article 30, Justices Y.V. Chandrachud
and K.K. Mathew were of the opinion, in Xaviers
(1974), that these rights cannot either be ‘bartered
or surrendered’.

In no other case on Article 30 has the Supreme
Court done this kind of minute scrutiny as in the
AMU cases — in 1968 and 2024. The former CJI
has rightly held that a minority institution too can
be an ‘institution of national importance’ because
minorities are an integral part of the nation and
may establish great institutions. Sir Anthony
Patrick MacDonnell, Lt. Governor of the North
West Province and Oudh in 1896, rightly
predicted the future character of M.A.O. College
when he said, “It is not too much to hope that
this College will grow into the Mahomedan
University of the future; that this place will
become the Cardova of the East, and that in these
clusters Mahomedan genius will discover, and
under the protection of the British Crown, work
out that social, religious and political
regeneration, of which neither Stamboul, nor
Meca, afford a prospect.” The AMU has lived up
to this expectation.



Universities are different from religious institutions

freafagarey anffis weu=t & araer §

e The M.A.O. College was established by Sir Syed in 1877 and later became the Aligarh
Muslim University (AMU), representing a significant cultural and educational initiative
post-1857.

M.A.O. Fieter I TATYAT VG 3GAC WA & 1877 H 1, 5 a1g # 3refarg AiFerr
feafaearesr (AMU) 51 3R 1857 & dlg HiToH diehias 3R Aefiiw ggel T Th
Hgca Ul 3STET &

e The Supreme Court of India, in the S. Azeez Basha case (1967), ruled that AMU was
neither established nor administered by Muslims, without giving the university a chance
to be heard.

R & Haled ~ITad o1 TH. 3silel 91T AT (1967) & Fel foh AMU T ar
HACHAG GIRT TS 3R o & Feiold g, 3R faeafdeare & gorarg &1 At =&t
e

e The 2024 AMU case judgment by a seven-judge Bench overruled the Azeez Basha
(1967) decision and aligned with progressive minority rights rulings in the last 75 years.

2024 AMU ATHA T e ara-=amrardieir 9is o arsfier arem (1967) & Ao &r
aiRsr & ar 3R oo 75 aut & readeas 3OaHRT 9T yerfaie Aoy & arr
FeHd fhar|

Dissent was not really dissent
AT aFda & I|gATT gt A

e The 2024 AMU judgment expanded Article 30 to protect universities, pre-constitutional-
era institutions, and fundamental rights without waiver.

2024 AMU T %gel 3efede 30 1 faeafdearerl, @aurfae qd gor & FeumEn 3R
Ao AfawRt & qRam a& FEaRa #=ar g

e Justice Dipankar Datta stated that he was in a "minority within a minority", agreeing
substantially with dissenting judges but differing on some points.

arHf TR AT FeT 6 9 " IeTwEdd F iR cuwEnsE” U, AT S
arel el ¥ JEId: HeAd ¥ dfthed $o foigit o 3rerr I @

¢ Onthe validity of the 1981 reference, the judgment split 4:3, while for the 2019
reference, it was 6:1.

1981 T3t #T dtrar o haer 4:3 F fHTaa o1, Safh 2019 W W Ig 6:1 AT

e The Bench led by former CJI D.Y. Chandrachud validated the reference to answer the
issue.




qd A& e A, dggg H 3E[Ers ael N F 38§ Aeg & 3R & fav dee
FI AT ST

Evolution of Supreme Court Jurisprudence

A FIE § ~ARFARA FT A

e The Constitution remains a living and transformative document, overruling earlier
judgments of the positivist era.

ﬂﬁwwﬁﬁaaﬁw%ﬂmhamﬁamgm%,ﬁaﬁﬁ%sﬂﬁrﬁwm
gaT & el T gere T

¢ Notable examples include:
o Maneka Gandhi (1978) overruling A.K. Gopalan (1950) on "procedure
established by law."
o K.S. Puttaswamy (2017) overruling M.P. Sharma (1954) to declare the right to
privacy as fundamental.

el 3GTgIT:

o HAer el (1978) 7 "HIefeT SART FATUS FishaT W T.&. Tl (1950) I
geleT|

o H.UH. qeeEEl (2017) 7 T eHT (1954) H Tefer 3N Musgar & dfAFER
a Aifos afla R

Broader interpretation of minority rights

HCTHETF HNTUFRT T Y9 IT&IT

e The seven judges broadly agreed on using a flexible framework and a holistic
approach to determine minority character.

g ~rmee F 3cudegs IRT FURT F & T v a=ie e 3t g
fSeanior &1 gHST R

e Minorities must prove an intent to administer, with Justice Chandrachud stating that
"administration follows establishment, not vice versa."

IHETHEIR] T GATHT T HAT WA Hlell AT | TRt Feeg o el fob "TRAET
TATIAT FT RO g, 7 fF 3@ [Alal”

Judicial discipline and limitations

=% reqeraa 3R @A

e Judicial discipline emphasized by dissenting judges must align with the 11-judge Bench
in T.M.A. Pai (2002), limiting administration to admissions, fees, governance, and



employee discipline.
AT ST aTel FgrTeRel SaRT aof QU AT ~A1ideh AT 1 ELUA.T. 9
(2002) 1 11wl dts & a1y WIWA T TR, ST TAHA T Ja2T, Yo,

A AR FHAN HegeHeT oo AT AT B

e Xaviers (1974) and Kerala Education Bill (1958) affirmed that under Article 30,
"choice" is dominant in both establishment and administration.

AT (1974) 3R Fxa Raw AdI= (1958) 71 qive & & rqedq 30 & dgd, "aTA"
AT AR gemEeT e A vHa g

Focus on the Incorporating Act

FfRFTaE & NfAdT A W eI T Hfgd FIT

o Dissenting judges attached much importance to the incorporating Act.
faeh Famameiet =7 srfafaaw A anfde F@ A 9gd FAgea

e Justice M.H. Beg in Xaviers (1974) stated that if the object of an enactment indirectly
compels a minority institution to give up its fundamental rights, the provisions will be
void.

AT TH.TE. 99 F AfFId (1974) 7 e F e el sRfATsw &1 358
HeUHETS HEU HI 3H Alfas FAFRI A o5 & AT 3veger &0 4 AR

HIAT &, A7 VEY YIaYT AT gl

e Mere acknowledgment of the founder’s name in a statute cannot determine the
character of the institution.

hael TEAYh & AH FT Soold [HEl el A HEAH & IR A FaiRa 7@

HendT|

e The ‘overriding governmental control’ test by dissenting judges, when applied to
other institutions, shows tighter governmental control compared to AMU.

el =aramedielt &1 FfeRER TEH AT 9de1or 3 §EUE W] gld W,
TUAY T Jolell A HAF F31 TWFR fAg=or fewrar g

e Greater governmental control has been permitted by courts to ensure efficiency and
standards but not to determine minority character.

31eTadl of goTaefierar X AS! F A0 WA F T 30 W T Hr
3gAfa & 8, Afder sreudeas aiT & AuiRa wwe & fav &8

Where Justice Datta Erred

STeT FATAHSe gar o reret A

e Justice Datta’s view that 30 lakh was not raised for establishing AMU is factually
incorrect.



AT &aT @1 Ig TuR o I30 919 TCAY, T TATGT & fov wenfyd @87 fu

qLITHS T § TaAd o
A letter dated August 9, 1912, from Harcourt Butler made it a condition precedent for
incorporation.

9 3AFA, 1912 & FNHIC §CoR & U o U ALY & TIT Ueh Y& et a1 f&m|

Justice Datta overlooked clauses in the dissolution provision retaining continuity with
M.A.O. College, which was accepted as a minority institution.

=OgHf el o fqueeT Jatel 1 37 YR @ FoR3iersT fhar, St TH.T.3. Hleror &
Y AT §=1T TG o, 9 3eqdeds T & &9 H TR fhar arar o)

Where the Majority Went Wrong

STgl agAd Ired AT

The majority’s view that minorities can surrender their right to administer contradicts the
apex court ruling in Basheshar Nath (1959) that waiving fundamental rights is
impermissible.

agmawugﬁaw%amﬁmﬁmm%aﬁmwﬁ?&mm%,amn
AT (1959) H 3TIdH AT & 30 AT &7 Ay aar & o #Aifos 3faert #
T 3ES T B

Justice S.C. Sharma ruled out the possibility of such surrender, aligning with Justices
Y.V. Chandrachud and K.K. Mathew’s opinion in Xaviers (1974).

=agAfd TaE. qAT A T crer H Foaer S wiker X &, S e (1974) #
el ars.dl. Togg 3R k. ALY & [T & IET g

Universities Are Different from Religious Institutions

freafacrey aiffts wvamEt & e &

The dissenting judges emphasised minority dominance but failed to recognize that
universities function differently from religious institutions.

el =araredielt & IreuHETs Wcd W SR e dfehel Ig daAgl & 380 © &
farafacarea arffs deumEr & e &1 g

Expecting liberal institutions to indulge in ghettoisation is contrary to the vision of
Article 30.

3GR WEATA § AT # foee g1 &1 371G oLaTr 3reesds 30 & Efocehlor &
faodra 21

AMU's Historical and National Importance

eay F aerfw 3k adT Agea



o A former CJl rightly held that even a minority institution can be an ‘institution of
national importance’.

Teh Y9 HET ~IIATH o HEI gl o Ueh Heqd&qs HEATeT il ' UsET Aged H1
FEATT g Thl ol

e Sir Anthony MacDonnell predicted in 1896 that M.A.O. College would grow into a
Mahomedan University of the future.

WX U AFAer o 1896 H HAfasyaroly fr off fF vH. .3, Fioer AfasT # T
AgFAsa [Aeafdgamea & §7 # fGfaa grem|

¢ AMU has fulfilled this vision, becoming an institution serving social, religious, and
political regeneration.

TUAY & 39 TR T qU frar § 3R wmenfoe, enfdie sk weeifas qeEeeror A dar
#T 8l
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A resounding victory
The JVP now can unify Sri Lanka
with a progressive economic agenda
l t is an unambiguous and resounding man-

Developing Countries |

date for the Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna
(JVP)-led National People’s Power (NPP), a
coalition that includes civil society groups and
trade unions, in Sri Lanka’s just-concluded par-
liamentary election. The election has demon-
strated the NPP’s growing appeal among all sec-
tions, who had in 2022, frustrated with economic
hardships and the old political establishment,
thrown out what they despised as a corrupt re-
gime. Having elected JVP chief Anura Kumara
Dissanayake as the country’s President in Sep-
tember, the people have now provided the ruling
alliance with a hard-to-get over two-thirds major-
ity. The NPP, which has secured 141 seats, with
around 6.87 million votes in 196 seats, bagged 18
more seats under the system of proportional re-
presentation, giving it 159 seats in total in the 225-
member legislature. The NPP has accomplished
what former President Mahinda Rajapaksa could
not get in the 2010 poll after the LTTE’s defeat.
The significance of the poll also lies in the ex-
tent and geographic span of the NPP’s victory. It
has been a remarkable show in Jaffna and Vanni
in the Northern Province, that is home to Tamils
and the stronghold of the Illankai Tamil Arasu
Kadchi. Except for Batticaloa, the NPP emerged
the top party in the east, with its sizeable popula-
tion of Muslims, and in the Central Province’s
Nuwara Eliya district, with its majority hill-coun-
try Tamils. In its vote share, island-wide, the coa-
lition outperformed Mr. Dissanayake, who
touched the 50% mark only in four electoral dis-
tricts in the September poll. The rise of the coali-
tion, from three seats with 3.84% vote share in
2020, to a super majority now, is remarkable.
The political calculations of Mr. Dissanayake,
who called for a poll within days of assuming of-
fice, have paid off, as the Opposition did not put
up a fight. Though Sajith Premadasa’s Samagi Ja-
na Balawegaya remains the principal Opposition
party in Parliament, its vote share has dropped
considerably. The parties backed by two former
Presidents, Ranil Wickremesinghe and Mr. Raja-
paksa, have performed miserably. While voters
have spared Mr. Dissanayake the compulsion of
seeking allies to pursue his reform agenda, he
should still consult all sections. His promises at
the time of the presidential poll, such as the abo-
lition of executive presidency, a new Constitu-
tion, and the repeal of oppressive laws, cannot be
fulfilled merely with support in the legislature.
The big takeaway from the November 14 poll is
that the country has voted for decisive change
that it sought from the time of the citizen’s upris-
ing in 2022. Mr. Dissanayake, at the commence-
ment of his innings, described the unity of Sinha-
lese, Tamils, Muslims, and all Sri Lankans as the
bedrock of the new beginning. He can now build
on this unity.

A Resounding Victory
TH gHTGATr S

e Itis an unambiguous and resounding mandate for the Janatha
Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP)-led National People’s Power (NPP), a
coalition that includes civil society groups and trade unions, in Sri
Lanka’s just-concluded parliamentary election.

Ig Tave 3R weraATelt SR §, S Fear {AFT Weg (JVP) &
Aqcd arel el fuew 9w (NPP) 1 ffer &1 I Tosts e
WS ow 3R 3 gfAgal @ A Hiar § HR Aol & g
& A T FEGT TeAT H Il g3 &

e The election demonstrated the NPP’s growing appeal among all
sections, who had, in 2022, frustrated with economic hardships

and the old political establishment, thrown out what they despised
as a corrupt regime.

58 gara o NPP &1 @3ft qaif & sect Swfaar s fe@mr g1 2022
#, e HSearsal 3R el ToAfas SqaTqTd G A A
A IS ATHA FI 3QTS Hepr AT

Victory in Parliamentary Seats
wadr et 7 sha

o The NPP secured 141 seats, with around 6.87 million votes in
196 seats, and bagged 18 more seats under the system of
proportional representation, giving it 159 seats in total in the 225-
member legislature.

NPP 57 141 € Sird, 6.87 fAferasr ae grea fre, 3R ufa-wfafaftes
yorTell & a8 18 rfaRea W efde &, foad I8 225 geei
et A For 150 WEEY 7|

o The NPP accomplished what former President Mahinda
Rajapaksa could not get in the 2010 poll after the LTTE’s defeat.

NPP & ag gifiel foham St qa Iseafd Afger Terqet 2010 F Foma &
LTTE & R & a1 87 oI T Tl

Geographic Span of Victory

sitnfas a7 & AT



The poll showed a remarkable performance in Jaffna and Vanni in the Northern
Province, a stronghold of the lllankai Tamil Arasu Kadchi.

IeTa H 3T i & SAThar AR Fowit 7 IFAUROT Yok fewrar aan, S e affer
3G FE H TG

The NPP emerged the top party in Eastern Province, except for Batticaloa, and in
Nuwara Eliya district of the Central Province, home to hill-country Tamils.

NPP & qdf wier , aefearaltam 31 sisa, 3R Fr 9id & Jarr vfar B #, st
gerdl afaer &1 Hara g, Y T grea fham)

The coalition outperformed Anura Kumara Dissanayake’s vote share in the
September poll, which touched 50% in only four electoral districts.

Tedered & AT gATa A T FAR BAEARES & 7 gfavd 1 S ol fear, st
Wwﬁa‘mraﬁﬁso%amqgmml

Political Calculations and Opposition

Tsteifas aoraT 3 RAaer

The political calculations of Mr. Dissanayake, who called for a poll within days of
assuming office, have paid off as the Opposition did not put up a fight.

I FAR BEERE 1 Toiefifde 0T, fSiegla qesR 9gor Xl & o &=t &
IR AT FellaT, Thel QT Fifeh faqar & FFraem 781 fmam|

The Samagi Jana Balawegaya (SJB), led by Sajith Premadasa, remains the principal
Opposition party, but its vote share has dropped considerably.

IS YASTHT & AAccd dTell AT ST Foa9T (SIB) &y faueh ardt =i @,
AfeheT 38T AT giaerd bt R arm|

The parties backed by former Presidents Ranil Wickremesinghe and Mahinda
Rajapaksa performed poorly.

ga seafaat 0rer Rswafie ik after veqet carr gaia giféat 1 gedie HAsR
TeT|

Reform Agenda and Promises

guR TaisT IR TR

Voters have spared Mr. Dissanayake the compulsion of seeking allies to pursue his
reform agenda.

AT & I FAR BAEAR—F H 3e7eh GUR TAST AT o7 A & fow ggafara
R TILIRAT & HFd Y |

Promises such as abolition of the executive presidency, new Constitution, and
repeal of oppressive laws require wider consultation, despite having legislative
support.



FREFH Teeafa 9g F 30, A0 FAume, 3N qAaFR FEEAT F Awd & S
are TaUrl §HYS & dldslg eaIaeh WA AT ITaRIehdl W B

Takeaway from the Poll
g4 ¥ qah

e The November 14 poll reflects the country’s demand for decisive change, stemming
from the citizens’ uprising of 2022.

14 5qeR F oa o o7 & faoirre aRadsr At #ier & g, S 2022 F S rerers
ﬁmﬁrgé’zﬁl

e Mr. Dissanayake described the unity of Sinhalese, Tamils, Muslims, and all Sri
Lankans as the foundation of this new era.

I FAR Baarrd * Refoat, affet, guesmet sk wsft sewg at dr ohar i
$H AT a1 I &iid S|



A jumbo crisis in
Madhya Pradesh

Ten elephants died at the Bandhavgarh Tiger Re

orve between October 29 and 31. Lab reports found that they

had eaten large quantities of fungus-infected Kodo millet. which had caused acute toxiciry. Mehul
Malpani reports on the tragic incident in a State that is struggling to deal with its increasing jumbo population

Umaria

twas business as usual at the Bandhavgarh

Tiger Reserve (BTR) in Madhya Pradesh on

the morning of October 29. All the officers

were headed to the BTR headquarters at
Umaria for a review meeting. Some had already
gone home for Diwali, while some were to leave
in the next two days.

Arpit Mairal, the forest range officer of Pataur
range, was running late for the meeting. On his
way, at around 11 a.m., he got a call from the beat
guard of Salkhaniya village, who told him that a
herd of 13 wild elephants was behaving strangely.

“The guards and the beat officer had spotted
the elephants some 200 metres away. They told
me that four of them were lying on the ground
and not moving, while some were sitting or
standing in unusual positions,” says Mairal. Ele-
phants do not usually lie down or sit for long as
they find it difficult to get back on their feet
Mairal immediately drove for an hour and a
f to the spot on the border of the Pat
Khitauli core ranges near Salkhan
some guards found 10 elephants lying on the for-
est floor in a radius of 100-150 m.
lled the Bandhavgarh Deputy Direc
tor, Prakash Kumar Verm;
cancel the meeting and rush to the spot with all
the rangers and sub-divisional officers (SDOs).
ur elephants were dead. Six were barely
moving — they were flapping their ears or moving
their tails slowly.” he recalls, as he prepares a de
tailed report sought by the Union Ministry of En-
vironment, Forest and Climate Change.

Mairal says Verma despatched all the officials
to the spot and stayed back at the headquarters
to call veterinarians from other national parks
and from Umaria. BTR’s lone wildlife vet, Dr. Ni-

tin Gupta as on his way to Jabalpur for
personal mw‘r\: rushed back to the reservs

By 5 p.m., there were 150-200 guards, rangers,
semnrulmul and private and government vets,
apart from a few heavy machines, tractors, ane
medical equipment at the spot. When it became
dark, the two halogen lights installed for treat-
ment proved insufficient. The officials po
1012 cars in a half circdle and used the vehicle
¢ also made small trenches and lit a

cay other wild elephants.

For the next 36 hours, the spot turned into a
keshift hospital. However, despite their best
efforts, four elephants died on October 30 and
the remaining two passed away the next day. A
post-mortem was conducted at the same spot
and the pachyderms were buried nearby, During
the burial, other elephants tumed up, stood at
distance, trumpeted, and flapped their ears.

A crop that can kill
The death of the 10 elephants — nine female and
one male - brought mc ETR into the national
melight. Multiple teams of Central and State
agencies visited the reserve for inves e
Chief Minister Mohan Yadav sent a three-mem
ber high-level team to Bandhavgarh. The State
government suspended the Chief Conservator of
Forests and Field Director as well as an SDO for
negligence. Earlier this week, the Central govern
ment sent the Director General of Forests and
Special Secretary in the Environment Ministry to
Bhopal to report on the incident and the mea
sures taken on elephant management.

The post-mortem report stated that the ele-

ee

After the
elephant
deaths, the
forest
officials
ploughed
many fields
where Kodo
had been
grown.
RAJPAL SINGH
GOND

Farmer

plu\me died aﬁcr canng Kodo millet. Forensic ex-
2 toxicology report
frum the ludu Council of Agricultural Re
search’s Indian Veterinary Research Institute (IV-
RI), Bareilly, said that a high concentration of cy-
clopiazonic acid was detected in multiple organs
of each elephant and that the animals might have
consumed a large quantity of Kodo plant/grains.
A report from the School of Wildlife Forensic
And Health (SWFH), Jabalpur, found acute toxi
ity in the vital organs of the animals. The BTR
management also sent samples of Kodo crop and
seeds to the International Crops Research -
tute for the Semi-arid Tropics, Hyderabad,
nd extremely high contents of cyclopiazonic
acid in IhP crop samples, a source says.
from the State Foren-
’ igar, ruled out poison
ing from pesticide, insecticide, or any other
chemical. Allegations that the jumbos were killed
v poachers were alsi d to be baseless.

On November 12, the National Green Tribunal
issued notices to the Union Ministry of Agricul-
ture and Farmers Welfare; the Wildlife Institute
f Chief Con

servator of Forests 2
Madhya Pradesh
the deaths of the animals and the connection
with Kodo.

Days after the 10 elephants died, a wild ele
phant killed two men and critically injured one.
This led to concerns about a serious human-ani
mal conflict in the region. Officials at BTR sus-
pect, based on the description of the elephant
and the location of the two deaths, that a male
elephant, aged 10-12 years, captured after the
killings, is from the same herd of 1. Whi
er fully grown adult male remains untraced,
six-month-old calf of the herd was rescued in a
distressed condition abour a week later in Katni,
about 80 km from the spot where the rest died. It
is now at BTR’s Rama Elephant Camp.

A perfect storm

Known as a ‘wild cereal’, Kodo has been grown
in India for centuries, but was largely limited to
forests and tribal regions. As it is high in protein
and fibre, Kodo has now became popular among
people with lifestyle diseases. Kodo, once sold

for about £40-50 per kilogramme in local farm-
ers’ markets in Madhya Pradesh, is now priced at
190120 per k

Bandhavgarh Deputy Director Verma says Ko-
do used to be grown on small patches of land.
Now, farmers have started cultivating it on a large
scale for commercial purposes.

The farm where the elephants ate Kodo be-
longed to Manoj Kumar from Salkhaniy
says Kumar and two or three other
grown Kodo in about 10 acres of land that was on
the boundary of the core zone and the village.

Dr. AB. Shrivastava, founder-director of
SWFH, Jabalpur, who has been roped in to help at
BTR, says symptoms of Kodo toxicity can be easi-
Iy etected and treatment given for Doth anim:
and pecple. But in BTR, symptoms could not be
detected and help provided in time because the
ar uLs\u‘r( in the wild. They had eaten nearly 8
Kodo, say officials.

lir Shrivastava hightights the need for a study
on the health impacts of Kodo so that there is &
designed treatment in place. “Right now, we only
give treatment to animals based on the symp-
toms they display. Treatment includes fluid the-
rapy with IV drips and other fluids to dilute Kodo,
as well as multivitami ys.

‘There is also limited research available on Ko-
do and more specifically, its relation with ele-
phants. A 1983 research paper says, “Farmers be-
ve that Kodo millet is poisonous after rain. It is
known to produce unconsciousness or delirium
with violent tremors of the voluntary muscles.
There are reports xh.u elephants have died from
cating Kodo millet.

A 2023 research paper titled “Potential Risk of
Cyclopiazonic Acid Toxicity in Kodua Poisoning’,
hough millet is cultivated in dry and se
mi-arid regions, sometimes environmental con-
ditions like spring and summer strike as being
suitable for a certain kind of poisoning which
leads to greater economic crop loss” It adds that
such conditions make millets more susceptible to
fungal intections, especi from ergot fungi.
The infection produces cy

Dr. Shrivastava explains that such climatic con
ditions are rare, but are mostly seen in October
when the sun is bright, the crop is ready for
vesting, and the region receives heavy rainfall. In
the BTR case, high contents of fungus were also
found in the harvested crop that was kept in bun
dles in the farm where the elephants are.

ns,” he

A struggle in the wild
The eastern forests of Madhya Pradesh have al
ways had elephants as visitors. In November
2018, 2 batch of 41 elephants arrived at BTR from
Chhattisgarh and stayed. Within a year, they bred
two calves. Since then, three forests in Madhya
Pradesh — BTR, the Sanjay Dubri National Park in
Sidhi, and the Kanha National Park in Mandla —
have received multiple batches of elepha
mainly from Chhatrisgarh and Odisha. The esti
mated jumba population is 150, Bandhavgarh
alone is home to 6570 elephants, Mairal says.
But the State does not have the resources to
deal with this increasing population. Forest
suards, tasked with tracking the movements of
d elephants, are not pro

animals such as tiges

An elephant being treated by veterinarians. It died along with nine others. SPECIAL AZRANGENENT

ee

I think the 13 elephants were part of a larger
herd of 32. When the others returned and
saw the scenes during the post-mortem, they
began to roar loudly.

SHPENDRA DWIVEDI

e warden of Unnaria

e hanorary wil

vided with tranquillisers or vehicles to protect
themselves in case of an attack. Gyaan Singh, a
forest guard, survived an attack by a tiger g
“The animal left me alive simply because it want-
ed to. Thad no way of saving myself,” he says.

Chhullu Singh, a fellow guard pasted closest to
the spot where the 10 elephants died, carries an
axe and rides a bicycle. He says the door and the
windows of their quarters were broken by an ele
phant three years ago. “I wrote to senior officials
many times but nothing has happened,” he says.

Verma s the department started building
elephant-proof trenches around these quarters.
last year but is yet to cover all of them.

The tragedies show various other lapses on the
of the BTR management and ar the policy le-
"We don't have a training team to work with
wild elephants, especially orphans, when we res-
cue them,” says Verma, “We don't know how to
rehabilitate them. We need special enclosures to
keep elephants which come away from their
herd. We also need them to treat ulcpl\.ulb t
get hurt.” These facilities are available in Chhar
tisgarh. Talks are on with the Madhya Pradesh go-
vernment to work on these aspects, he says.

The State government is also sending officials
to Tamil Nadu and Karnartaka, which have Jarge
elephant populations. They are expected to gain
exposure on best practices on elephant manage-
ment. The first barch is leaving on Sunday.

The government plans to use satellite collars
on one or two members of a herd to track move-
ments. Verma says a proposal to use thermal

aging to locate the animals easily is also being

so be used to alert villagers zbout the movements
of elephants. If these measures work, the forest
department can use trap cameras to identify indi-
vidual elephants, Verma contends.

Offic: Iso admit that one or two of the ele
phants could have been saved if another doctor
had been available. Dr. Gupta, the only vet at
Randhavgarh, recalls the events of October 2931
as being “extremely stressful

“I was running around giving instructions to
all the other vets we had brought in. Local vets
mostly deal with domestic animals and don't
have expertise in dealing with wild animals,” he
ult to give an injection or a drip to
an elephant as it keeps moving and could hurt pe
ople. In such cases, we have to sometimes give li-
quid medicines through the animal's rectum.’

Dr. Gupta says there is no permanent facility at
BTR to treat animals and that he always travels to
the spot to do his job. The new Field Director,
Anupam Sahay, says the forest department is
considering providing an assistant to Dr. Gupta,
who has been with BTR for about 15 years.

Madhya Pradesh Additional Principal Chief
Conservator of Forest-Wildlife, L. Krishnamoor-
ty s there is no separate budget for elephants
in the State. Two years ago, Project Elephant was
merged with Project Tiger in Madhya Pradesh.
“As part of this, we get funding from both the
Central and State governments,” he says.

“They were family”
Meanwhile, locals are concerned that the human
animal conflict could become worse. Nine What
sApp groups, one for each range of BTR, have
suddenly become active. The groups have vi

nd the
Deputy Director as members. They receive mes-
sages every hour from people asking about ele
phant movements, wide updates.

here i
about 1.5 km from the farm where elephants ate
Kodo. Manoj Kumar's house is locked.

A farmer, Rajpal Singh Gond, is one of the few
who is willing to talk. “After the elephant deaths,
the forest officials ploughed many fields where
Kodo had been grown. Farmers were not even al-
lowed 10 harvest and store the yield.” he says.
“Nobody here will talk against the forest depart-
ment as we have to rely on them for compensa-
tion in case of crop damage by animals”

Sahay says Kodo had been cultivared in about
1,500 acres of land within the boundaries of BTR
and more than half had been harvested. For the
unharvested crop, farmers were given the option
of handing over their yield to the forest depart-
ment and getting compensated. Some agreed.

“Kodo in itself is not harmful, but at the mo-
ment we don't have a way of identifying the fun

harmful in the current cirrum

Elsewhere, "
vedi, former hnn rary \uldm W, rJu\ of Uma
ria, recalls the distress of ather elephants during
the post-mortem. “I think the 13 elephants were
part of a larger herd of 32. They must have split
up in search of food. When the others returned
and saw the scenes during the post-mortem, they
began to roar loudly. We had to use sirens and
and continue the

s
.\!ter the incident, patrolling teams have spot-
nts wandering in the

ted smaller groups of elepl
forest. “We suspect that
their herd member Th.v [
search once they find evidence that their herd
members are no more,” Mairal says.

Most officials say the three days were “trau-
matic and sad”. Brij Kishore Barman, a beat
guard with Khitauli range, doubts if anyone cele
brated Diwali. “You don't celebrate festivals
when someone in your f.uml\ dies,” he says.
“Here, we lost 10 of the

mehud malpani@ehehindu.coin



A Jumbo Crisis in Madhya Pradesh
HEGT yeer # gridal &1 Hhe

e« Ten elephants died at the Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve between October 29 and 31.
deaerg RN R # 29 3K 31 3ragaR & & gw gl $r Ald g 73|

o Lab reports found that they had eaten large quantities of fungus-infected Kodo millet,
which caused acute toxicity.

sererrerr Rtel # arar arar & 3egie 99 AT A B & HHiAT FEr fAee @rn
o, e e fawTeradT g3
e It was business as usual at the Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve (BTR) in Madhya
Pradesh on the morning of October 29.
dgaug eI RS (BTR) # AET A & 29 IFga &l g WA A ol TgT AT
e Ataround 11 a.m., the forest range officer of Pataur range, Arpit Mairal, received a call
that a herd of 13 wild elephants was behaving strangely.

11 99t & HUF, GaX I & g1 37 SR, FT AIRS 1 BT 3737 o 13 Sarelt

AT & S5 IAAT SFGER Y T ATl

e The elephants were found lying on the forest floor in a radius of 100-150 m.
gTefY 100-150 HEX & g F ST & SAHIT W I3 §T 9I¢ T

e By5p.m.,, there were 150-200 guards, rangers, senior officials, and vets at the spot.
5§l AT cieh, 150-200 ME, Tord, alss arftrsrdl, 3l gy Rfhcas #id « 3

e Despite their efforts, four elephants died on October 30 and the remaining two passed
away the next day.

3% YATET & S1d9]G, 30 agaT I AR AT it Ala g S 3N AV ar 39T o W
T

e A post-mortem was conducted, and the elephants were buried nearby.
Teh giee-AicH forar a3, 3R gIfat & o & gl foRar I

e The toxicology report from the Indian Veterinary Research Institute (IVRI), Bareilly,
confirmed that cyclopiazonic acid was found in their organs.

AR gy RfFcET seqEeTe §EAT (IVR), a¥e 1 fawfase Roe & gfte #r f&
3eh 39 H AEFAAgeifae vf@s arr =)

e The crop where the elephants ate Kodo millet was owned by Manoj Kumar from
Salkhaniya.

S0 @a & gfddl & ey Aee @, 9g Fre@if@ar & Jdler FAR F A7)

e The National Green Tribunal issued notices to the Union Ministry of Agriculture, the
Wildlife Institute of India, and others.

TAT A AT A F/ AATeT, TFesAEE SFICIE IHE 53413 377 A
afew SRy o)




e On November 12, the National Green Tribunal issued notices to the Ministry of
Agriculture and others.

12 FAFa T, T gRT AARAFIOT A FY FAerT 3R 37 H Afed S fh|
e The toxic millet was found to have extremely high contents of cyclopiazonic acid.
favwrerd Aee & sRFaREEIRE v & rcaffF 3= AEr e TS|

e Aresearch paper in 2023 warned about the potential risk of cyclopiazonic acid
toxicity in Kodua poisoning.

2023 # e MY T o FFHT AurFor F FaFREIEaE s Rumedar &
FATRAa SR H Aarge &

e The farm where elephants ate Kodo millet was located on the boundary of the core
zone and the village.

Ig Wd STgl gl & Sial el TR 4T, FR FAe 3R 99 H €AT 9T [Fq 27|

¢ The Kodo millet used to be grown on small patches of land, but now it's being cultivated
commercially.

P Ade ggar oIC Yol H 39MAT JATar o1, dfeha 39 39 aiftifoase 9 F 39T S

T Bl
e Dr. A.B. Shrivastava, founder-director of SWFH, Jabalpur, says there’s a need for a
study on Kodo’s health impacts.

3. Tdfl. sfaad, SWFH, SaeqR & HEATIeh-T4eRre &l Fgel § foh FIaT F Faeey
NG X I ST TIThT ¢
e A 1983 research paper mentioned that elephants can die from eating Kodo millet.

1983 &T M UF o7 3ol HAT AT TF greft 1) A @& ¥ 7T g&a &

e Cyclopiazonic acid is produced by ergot fungi that infects Kodo crops under certain

conditions.
FEFAaEfas vl wife $ad cant 3cdes giar &, st faw aRfFufaat 7 Fiar
BHAT T AT HT &l

A struggle in the wild
ST A @EY
e The eastern forests of Madhya Pradesh have always had elephants as visitors.
HET YU & YAl a1 gAR g1 & 3ei W@ &
e In November 2018, a batch of 41 elephants arrived at BTR from Chhattisgarh and
stayed.
TaaY 2018 #, 41 FIFAAT T Th s Sehwarg A BTR 37141 3R & 77|
e Within a year, they bred two calves.
T AT & HIR, o5l &Y a6l &l oA &
e Since then, three forests in Madhya Pradesh — BTR, the Sanjay Dubri National Park

in Sidhi, and the Kanha National Park in Mandla — have received multiple batches of
elephants, mainly from Chhattisgarh and Odisha.



a9 @, ALY YA & olel deT — BTR, HorT adl AT urh el 7, 3N Fogr Aearer
U HSATH — o %3 s BIMAAT & e v &, A&7 &9 & Seliworg 3R sdhar 4
The estimated jumbo population is 150.

3t gifat iy STerwEar 150 |

Bandhavgarh alone is home to 65-70 elephants, Mairal says.

qieraare H 3ot 65-70 BT §, ARRS Fgd &

But the State does not have the resources to deal with this increasing population.
Afhel TS & UIT 5 Fedl JTIGEIT I AT & ToIT TATY Tar &

Forest guards, tasked with tracking the movements of animals such as tigers and

elephants, are not provided with tranquillisers or vehicles to protect themselves in case
of an attack.

geT T&Th, Sleg amaY 3R gIfdal S Saat $r sifafafeat w Ae) @ &1 & dtar
AT §, 3o¢ efielt garsdl A7 avEAl r gawr g & S ifd I gHe H Rufa 7
3T T&TT X Fehl

Gyaan Singh, a forest guard, survived an attack by a tiger in 2014.

A A%, U I &Th, o 2014 H T 99 & g & a9 felehell|

“The animal left me alive simply because it wanted to. | had no way of saving myself,” he
says.

‘SR o A7 fofer B1s fear wrifeh ag argdr uTl A 91 el Sl S| H B
T AGT AT, T FEd gl

Chhullu Singh, a fellow guard posted closest to the spot where the 10 elephants died,
carries an axe and rides a bicycle.

o [E, Uh 3T 16T, S 38 TUT & T 919 9ees & Sigl 10 grft /X 3, g Th
Foglsl I ATSfehel TATd &l

He says the door and the windows of their quarters were broken by an elephant three
years ago.

dE FEd & o 3eToh FAICY T gare 3R TWsfRar dier arer ggat vk grft o A &r
|

“I wrote to senior officials many times but nothing has happened,” he says.
“ﬂﬁaémaﬁ‘%@wﬁﬁa#ﬁm,ﬁﬁmgmﬁaﬁgm”ém%l

Verma says the department started building elephant-proof trenches around these
guarters last year but is yet to cover all of them.

g @gd & 6 e o od arel 3o Farey & IRl 3N g trench S0 Y&
& oY, dferet 3181 O Se¢ qU ET TR B

The tragedies show various other lapses on the part of the BTR management and at
the policy level.

gel TAIGAT A BTR yausT 3R Aifd TR W &8 31F Tl & IaT Toicl &

“We don’t have a training team to work with wild elephants, especially orphans, when we
rescue them,” says Verma.




Talks are on with the Madhya Pradesh government to work on these aspects.
goT Tge3il I H1H Fel o [T HET FoUA THR § Fiefeiied =l @ ¢

The State government is also sending officials to Tamil Nadu and Karnataka, which
have large elephant populations.

TsT WHR Y afferarg 3R wafesnt & 3R wF A1 @ &, S g a8t dean
A g §l

The first batch is leaving on Sunday.

ggol 3T IRAR AT Ahel 7T &

The government plans to use satellite collars on one or two members of a herd to track
movements.

TIHN HTATST HIoR T 3UART el T AT FofT WET § alieh T AT & 3j3 & TG
Fr aifafafeat « ¢ Far a7 T

Verma says a proposal to use thermal imaging to locate the animals easily is also
being discussed.

AT Fgd & [ AR P TR F Ugdledel & o0 g AT T 3TJ9T A &1
g&arg o T 7 gl

Another official at BTR says this can also be used to alert villagers about the movements
of elephants.

BTR & T 3T 3THRT Fgd & fo TS 39AT Iaarer r gt $r afafafaat
F N H Td = & v fHar 5 gear gl

If these measures work, the forest department can use trap cameras to identify
individual elephants, Verma contends.

Ife A 39T Gl Bl §, aF gt faHmT ¥ FAY A1 3YWT AT Fevar § dlfeh @IS Ay

gl ST b, IAT FT FgeTl gl
Officials also admit that one or two of the elephants could have been saved if another
doctor had been available.

3 I8 off Aa & 5 39R e 3R STeex 3uciedr glar ar Ue AT & gy &
STl 418 ST Fehal 2T

Dr. Gupta, the only vet at Bandhavgarh, recalls the events of October 29-31 as being
“extremely stressful”.

ST, [T, ATUFeG & TehATT 9] Fafehcde, 29-31 e & TSN Hl “IcATth
ATy I &
“I was running around giving instructions to all the other vets we had brought in.”

“ﬁaﬁgﬁwmﬂﬂwﬁﬁmﬁﬁﬁéﬂammmmm2?r|”

Dr. Gupta says there is no permanent facility at BTR to treat animals and that he always
travels to the spot to do his job.

ST, e FEd € FFBTR # e &1 satet aat & forw &1 warhy giyer 767 § 3R
3o BAAT 7Y Al Fa & AT TUST 9T ST 95T

The new Field Director, Anupam Sahay, says the forest department is considering
providing an assistant to Dr. Gupta.




AT BIe8 SRRFE, HTIH HeH Fod ¢ 1o o7 TAHTT 3T, I[CaT I FEAH Faled el TN

faa &Y @1 B

Madhya Pradesh Additional Principal Chief Conservator of Forest-Wildlife, L.
Krishnamoorty, says there is no separate budget for elephants in the State.

ALY o & HfaRTd TUe HET T WETF-aedqoia, T, FORIfS Fgd ¢ (o Tod H
g1t & foIT FIS 371e9T Foie 8T B

Two years ago, Project Elephant was merged with Project Tiger in Madhya Pradesh.
&l Tl Ugdl, Yioide Telhhe I Wioide e89R & AT ALY W & fFem fgar arr o)
As part of this, they get funding from both the Central and State governments.

$H% ded, 3o¢ $g IR T R & faehT ggraar FAadr gl

Meanwhile, locals are concerned that the human-animal conflict could become worse.
5d g, T der [ifdd § 6 Aera-ugfa @ug 3k 96 dwar gl

Nine WhatsApp groups, one for each range of BTR, have suddenly become active.
BTR &I 9cdsh 3o & ToIv Ueh @il SEICHTT WHE 3<eieh Aihd &1 1T &

They receive messages every hour from people asking about elephant movements.
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Manipur police recover three
bodies from the Barak river

|GS Paper |: Geography |

Police awaiting post-mortem report to identify the victims; the bodies were found close to where

three children and three women were abducted by armed militants in Jiribam four days ago

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

our days after three
Fchildren and three

women were alleg-
edly abducted by armed
militants in Jiribam district
during an encounter with
the Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) and the pol-
ice, the Manipur Police are
yet to trace the victims.

A government source
told The Hindu that the pol-
ice found three bodies, of a
woman and two children,
floating in the Barak river
on Friday afternoon and
are ascertaining their
identity.

“We cannot definitively
say that the bodies belong
to the missing victims, we
are waiting for the post-
mortem report. The bo-
dies were, however, found
close to the location from
where the abductions took
place,” said the source.

A photograph of the vic-
tims circulated on social
media on November 12,
where they can be seen
huddled together in a for-
ested area, indicating that
they had been abducted.

militant activity at Ningthoukhong town in Manipur’s Bishnupur. AFP

The government source
said that the photograph
was first posted on Face-
book and police are trying
to trace the originating ac-
count and its linked phone
number.

Those who were abduct-
ed include a 25-year-old
woman and her two chil-
dren, an eight-month-old
and a two-year-old boy, a
31-year-old woman and her
eight-year-old daughter,
and a 60-year old woman.
All six are from the same
family.

Laisharam Herojit is a
policeman and the father

of two of the missing chil-
dren. He told The Hindu
that, in September, he had
sent his family to his moth-
er’s home in Jiribam for
their safety as he was post-
ed in another volatile area.
Mr. Herojit filed a police
complaint on Friday with
the help of senior police-
men though he could not
travel to Jiribam.

“I last spoke to my wife
at around 3:30 p.m. on No-
vember 11. She was hiding
under the bed with the
children = when they
[armed militants] entered
the house. We spoke for 30

to 40 seconds and then the
call was disconnected. I
have not heard anything
from them since,” Mr. He-
rojit said, adding that he
had only received his fami-
ly’s photograph after it had
gone viral on social media.

The women and chil-
dren went missing as
armed militants came look-
ing for Meitei people be-
fore they attacked the
CRPF camp and the police
station next to it. The vic-
tims were living in the
camp’s vicinity.

Inspector Sagapam Ibo-
tombi Singh, the officer-in-
charge at Jiribam police
station, resigned from ser-
vice on Friday, a day after
he was shunted from the
post.

In a letter addressed to
the Director-General of
Police, Manipur, he said
that he joined the police in
2007 as an assistant sub-in-
spector and was promoted
to the Inspector rank in
2016 but would now like to
tender his resignation from
service “voluntarily” due
to “unavoidable circum-
stances” in the family and
“other reasons”.

Manipur police
recover three
bodies from the
Barak river

AT qfew A
W& JA4r F dieT
T WHG T

Police awaiting post-
mortem report to
identify the victims; the
bodies were found
close to where three
children and three
women were abducted
by armed militants in
Jiribam four days ago

gfew &1 fifzat
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ROYE &1 saoR & a9

39 9% & 99 fAd § 81 9r o gga e # gfdurec
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Abduction of Children and Women in Manipur

aforqT & sat 3R #ARensit F1 srqor

Four days after three children and three women were allegedly abducted by armed
militants in Jiribam district during an encounter with the Central Reserve Police Force
(CRPF) and the police, the Manipur Police are yet to trace the victims.

e Feat 3R et Afgansit w1 AR e o e foar & geaes saarfeat qanr
IIEor fohT S o o, AT gfer 308y oer St &1 o =€t oo a1g g

A government source told The Hindu that the police found three bodies, of a woman
and two children, floating in the Barak river on Friday afternoon and are ascertaining

their identity.



THE FAA g g H g & gfew o qFar Qe & aREF 7d # U Afgar 3R
argeal & A9 oRA §T 91T 3R 37T ggard $r 31 WY gl

“We cannot definitivgly say that the bodies belong to the missing victims, we are waiting
for the postmortem report. The bodies were, however, found close to the location from
where the abductions took place,” said the source.

"gH g ARYT &7 @ g Sg Tehd T o qorerer et & & ga WeeaAea R
$ASIR X IE &1 GTeAlieh, AT 37 TUTT & 91 91T 1T § g7 3I€0T §37 A1," FF o

$ET|

A photograph of the victims circulated on social media on November 12, where they
can be seen huddled together in a forested area, indicating that they had been
abducted.
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The government source said that the photograph was first posted on Facebook and
police are trying to trace the originating account and its linked phone number.

WHRT I o 9 & Ig dER T9d 9go $HGF W Gee & a8 A1 3R gfew 3@
YRS @TAT AR 38 3 BT e 1 Tl ofdllal T HIAA F E 8

Those who were abducted include a 25-year-old woman and her two children, an
eight-month-old and a two-year-old boy, a 31-year-old woman and her eight-year-
old daughter, and a 60-year-old woman. All six are from the same family.

STt 3T9ER0T E3MM, 3 U 25 T AAfem 3R 38k 2 T, U 1S A HTHR

Teh &Y ATl & 15T, Toh 31 qulg AT iR 35T 36 |@rer #ir 491, 3R v 60 afiw

Afger enfae g1 T3 o8 ' & IRaR & g

Laisharam Herojit is a policeman and the father of two of the missing children. He told

The Hindu that, in September, he had sent his family to his mother’'s home in Jiribam
for their safety as he was posted in another volatile area.

AR RS Th gferaenadl § 3R IALfer swdi & @ aF & fAar g1 3eei g g
Saran o, Rda &, 3ogiel 39el IRAR @Y 30 AT & wX fOEeT dem ar 3ot geem
& forw, Faifeh ag T 3R ddealier garh 7 dard |

Mr. Heroijit filed a police complaint on Friday with the help of senior policemen though
he could not travel to Jiribam.

A RSN & yFar 1 aRss gferw sfRwRAT @ #Ace & v gfew Remaa g &,
grelifer g8 TIearaA w18 31 ah|

“I last spoke to my wife at around 3:30 p.m. on November 11. She was hiding under the
bed with the children when they [armed militants] entered the house. We spoke for 30 to
40 seconds and then the call was disconnected. | have not heard anything from them

since,” Mr. Herojit said, adding that he had only received his family’s photograph after it
had gone viral on social media.

"HeA U Tooil 11 Age], 3:30 ¥t o 3THITE &1 FI 07| I8 Swdi & I TE) &
A &9 W o, 59 9 [GT 3] A g §H 30 F 40 @ehs T o1 H IR
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The women and children went missing as armed militants came looking for Meitei
people before they attacked the CRPF camp and the police station next to it. The
victims were living in the camp’s vicinity.

AT 3 =2 e g AV Fife wAEF YA AGE Al A gead 3T A, sHA
ugdl fh 3egiel HIHRAITE F7 3R sadh g FBud giew e X gAeT faar| @ifsa
T FT F 99 B A

Inspector Sagapam Ibotombi Singh, the officer-in-charge at Jiribam police station,
resigned from service on Friday, a day after he was shunted from the post.

FEYF WA Faew e, S odeer gfew wua & sifter-gar-arst 3, & gwar
P JAT F STAHT ¢ T, U ReA a1 9 3¢ U & ger fear amm|

In a letter addressed to the Director-General of Police, Manipur, he said that he joined
the police in 2007 as an assistant sub-inspector and was promoted to the Inspector
rank in 2016 but would now like to tender his resignation from service “voluntarily” due to
“‘unavoidable circumstances” in the family and “other reasons”.

gforw #gIfacers, A I FSIRd 9F 7 3egiel &1 & o6 2007 7 HRAFEE Wa-
FEFR & T A o & AT gU ¥ 3R 2016 A §HIFN & 9 W Fgleeid §U I,
ofeheT 319 dg IR IRFEUTIG 3R “3=7 HRON & HROT A Jar F “FaeoT
SEIHT oAl AR 2



India must seize the
opportunity to boost
textile exports: Cong.

GS Paper lll: Industries
U Bureau
NEW DELHI

The political turmoil in
Bangladesh offers India an
opportunity to boost its
garment exports and
create crores of jobs, the
All India Professional Con-
gress (AIPC) has said in a
letter to Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman.

In the letter, dated No-
vember 12, AIPC chairper-
son Praveen Chakravarty
said it was offering two
concrete suggestions after
holding extensive discus-
sions with 120 textile and
apparel manufacturers in
Coimbatore. Former Fi-
nance Minister P. Chidam-
baram, economist Rathin
Roy and Mr. Chakravarty
were part of these discus-
sions that took place on
October 2.

Import tariff relief

Suggesting policy changes
for Budget 2025, Mr. Chak-
ravarty wrote that the top
five apparel importing
countries such as the U.S.,
Germany, Japan, France
and Britain bought 70%
synthetic garments and
30% natural fabric apparel.
“But India exports more
natural fabrics and less

In a letter to Finance
Minister, AIPC savs
there is a need for a
collateral-free credit
scheme to support
textile and apparel
manufacturers

synthetic garments. This is
because of a skewed im-
port tariff structure on syn-
thetic fabrics of 20%,
which is hurting India’s ap-
parel exports tremendous-
ly,” the AIPC chairperson
said, adding, “It is recom-
mended that the import ta-
riff on synthetic fabrics be
reduced significantly”.

The second suggestion
was with regard to formu-
lating a special collateral-
free credit scheme linked
to exports for textile and
apparel makers that would
have impact on scaling gar-
ment exports significantly
and quickly.

“Now, with Bangladesh
in political turmoil [after
the fall of the Sheikh Hasi-
na government], it is per-
haps an opportunity for In-
dia to seize the
opportunity to boost gar-
ment exports and create
crores of jobs,” the AIPC
chief added.

India must seize the
opportunity to boost textile
exports: Cong.

HRT F F9T AT H' FeEr
&t & HTUT FHT ATH 37T

qIfeq: S

Bangladesh’s Political Turmoil Offers India
Opportunity to Boost Garment Exports

AT & JoTelifad he ¥ AR & a7 AT
gel FT IquT A ghar &

e The All India Professional Congress (AIPC) has
suggested that the political turmoil in Bangladesh
offers India an opportunity to boost its garment
exports and create crores of jobs, according to a
letter to Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman.

3iter 33T e FREW (AIPC) ¥ Ig gera fear
¢ T ST & Tsieiifas Hhe T HRA 39T
e AT gee 3 wAEt AleRar der wa &
3T AT Gohar &, otar Tk faa st eter
HaRAYT 1 o 97w 95 F Farm 2T g

e The letter, dated November 12, was written by
AIPC chairperson Praveen Chakravarty, who
offered two concrete suggestions after discussions
with 120 textile and apparel manufacturers in
Coimbatore.

g I 12 AR FI AIPC a7 Ydior Tshadt garT
forar o o, et Fdaey 7 120 767 3R
aRerer ATt & @y @it & ag s
Konkret ggima fgw 2|

e Former Finance Minister P. Chidambaram,
economist Rathin Roy, and Mr. Chakravarty were
part of these discussions, which took place on
October 2.

qa faa AR . Rdee, srdered W@e W, 3R AN ashadt s ==t @ fRwar 9, S

2 yEgE A g5 AT
e The first suggestion is regarding import tariff relief. Mr. Chakravarty suggested

reducing the import tariff on synthetic fabrics significantly, as India exports more



natural fabrics and fewer synthetic garments due to the 20% import tariff on
synthetic fabrics.

TEell GSId AT Yo A Wed 1 o] &1 A Tohach = AAfes Bfdera o3 20%
AT o 1 el H RGN & ¢, Fifer JRa wpfas Fast w1 31fRs ot
T & IR RAeF a1 w7, Gow 9RAT gv Ha venfad & @ 8

The second suggestion is to create a collateral-free credit scheme linked to exports
for textile and apparel makers, which would help scale garment exports significantly and
quickly.

ST g a8 3R gRure AT & fov fdta @ 93 Fraeta-hr Hi3e dsrar

AT &I &, S & faTa @ Agcaqet 3 caRd &9 & Je= # Acg

Mr. Chakravarty added, “Now, with Bangladesh in political turmoil, it is perhaps an
opportunity for India to seize the opportunity to boost garment exports and create
crores of jobs.”

A Tohadl o FET, "I, 9 AR F Afad FHe &, df Ig IR & T aTE
foata g 3R FASt AldRar der Fe 1 tF T & FHhar gl




700 kg meth seized oft
Gujarat coast, 8 arrested

The accused claimed to be Iranian nationals; the operation was carried out off Porbandar by the

Narcotics Control Bureau, in coordination with the Navy and the Gujarat Anti-Terrorism Squad

|PCs |

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Narcotics Con-
T trol Bureau (NCB),
in coordination

with the Navy and the Guj-
arat Anti-Terrorism Squad
(ATS), on Friday seized 700
kg of methamphetamine
off the coast of Porbandar
and arrested eight foreign-
ers, who claimed to be Ira-
nian nationals. The seizure
and arrests were made as
part of Operation Sagar
Manthan launched earlier
this year to target drug traf-
ficking through maritime
routes.

NCB Deputy Director-
General (Operations) Gya-
neshwar Singh said the
contraband was found on a
vessel in the territorial wa-
ters of India. The foreign
nationals were not carry-
ing any identification
documents.

The fourth Sagar Man-
than  operation  was
launched following inputs
about an unregistered ves-

700 kg meth

IERIT d€ 9T 700 fhell AY Sied, 8 ARwFAR

The eight foreigners who were arrested from a vessel off the coast of
Gujarat. NARCOTICS CONTROL BUREAU

sel, which did not have the
automatic  identification
system installed on it, car-
rying drugs into the Indian
territorial waters. The ves-
sel was identified and inter-
cepted by the Navy by mo-
bilising its
mission-deployed  mari-
time patrol assets.
“Investigations to identi-
fy the backward and for-
ward linkages of the drug
syndicate are on for which
help of foreign DLEAs

(Drug Law Enforcement
Agencies) is being be ta-
ken. This operation is also
a great example of inter-
agency cooperation and
coordination,” said Mr.
Singh. Under Operation Sa-
gar Manthan, a series of
such maritime exercises
have been undertaken and
about 3,400 kg of various
narcotic drugs and psycho-
tropic substances have
been seized. Eleven Ira-
nian and 14 Pakistani na-

In Delhi, NCB
seizes 82.52 kg
of cocaine

NEW DELHI

The Narcotics Control Bureau
(NCB) seized 82.52 kg of
high-grade cocaine from Delhi’s
Janakpuri and Nangloi on
Friday. Two persons were
arrested in the case. The
agency had intercepted a
parcel with some quantity from
a courier shop in Delhi, which
was being sent to Australia.

tionals have also been ar-
rested in three cases.
“These significant oper-
ational achievements in
the Indian territorial wa-
ters are a testament to our
resolve to eradicate the
scourge of drugs from In-
dia to realise our vision of a
Nasha Mukt Bharat by
2047 under the leadership
of Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and the guidance
of Union Home Minister
Amit Shah,” said Mr. Singh.

seized off Gujarat coast, 8 arrested

The accused claimed to be Iranian nationals; the operation was
carried out off Porbandar by the Narcotics Control Bureau, in
coordination with the Navy and the Gujarat Anti-Terrorism Squad
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NCB Seizes 700 kg of Methamphetamine in Operation Sagar Manthan
TR EPR AYA A Tadil o 700 Feamd Aq#ASef@a Sed fFar

e On Friday, the Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB), in coordination with the Navy and the
Gujarat Anti-Terrorism Squad (ATS), seized 700 kg of methamphetamine off the
coast of Porbandar and arrested eight foreigners who claimed to be Iranian
nationals.

YHAR T, ARFIEFH Ferd U (NCB), AN IR o wd-RINeH Fa13 (ATS) &
H-aT H qideT & de ¥ 700 el AYAderfA« sed fFar 31 e Ry
TREAR T, fSiegiel ge 1 §T0eit AT s

e The seizure and arrests were part of Operation Sagar Manthan, launched earlier this
year to target drug trafficking through maritime routes.

Ig STect 3R FIRTAr sitoRereT ARR #ywr &1 feewr o, 5@ 5@ @rer i gesnd &
AN AT & SAIRT Agw gerdl A aFH A FfRIT wa & T qw Rar g o)

¢ NCB Deputy Director-General (Operations) Gyaneshwar Singh said the contraband
was found on a vessel in Indian territorial waters. The foreign nationals were not
carrying any identification documents.

TAHE & 37 AGAF (ITRAA) AR R o Fgl & I8 Acd 10 SR e

ST H TF STgrel W 9 | fageh AeiRet & o FIS ygemeT 99 w87 4Tl

e The operation was launched after inputs about an unregistered vessel carrying drugs
into Indian territorial waters, which did not have the automatic identification system
installed on it.

g AT U IHefolipd SeTsl & IR H SRy Ao & a1g q& fhar g o, s
WA 8T STl 7 398 oI 31T I@T T, 3R 9 Faarfad 9gdare JoTrall (AIS) sTgi
o

e The vessel was identified and intercepted by the Navy using its mission-deployed
maritime patrol assets.

58 SigTel ol Al garT Ree-fAfda wadr medt susor o 3TAeT ae ggEET AR
et |

e Investigations are ongoing to identify the backward and forward linkages of the drug
syndicate, with the help of foreign Drug Law Enforcement Agencies (DLEAS).

Aceh gordt HT aeny [fsdhe & e 3R 3t F gauy & ggas & fov s sy
¢, foras el g af vewride wAfdAl (DLEAS) fr #ige o o WY &1

e« Under Operation Sagar Manthan, about 3,400 kg of various narcotic drugs and
psychotropic substances have been seized, with 11 Iranian and 14 Pakistani nationals
arrested in three separate cases.

TR AR HYA & dgd 3§ deh 3,400 fFarana f9ffe A gerat ik A=fas



TOTTT 3Tl dTell a3t i et Y a5 §, 31K 11 &K 3R 14 wifrrare Al e
HAT-HT AFcA H FRFAR fhw 71w g

e Mr. Singh stated, “These significant operational achievements in Indian territorial
waters are a testament to our resolve to eradicate the scourge of drugs from India and

realize our vision of a Nasha Mukt Bharat by 2047 under the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and the guidance of Union Home Minister Amit Shah.”

A e A &g, "HRAT 8T ST H A Ageaqul AR 3Tt §AR 0RaT &
ATGH YeTdi T FHEAT Sl AT I & Hehed 3R TUAHAT dlg AN & dged 3R
e F7A AMAT ATE & AN H 2047 AF FAT AFA WA F AR TIOCHIT T Yclieh
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India voices dissent
against trade barriers
linked to emissions

[GS Paper III: Environment |
[acob KoShy
NEW DELHI

India has voiced its disap-
proval of “protectionist”
measures that link trade
barriers and carbon emis-
sions, at the ongoing cli-
mate talks in Baku,
Azerbaijan.

A week before the UN
summit began, China had
petitioned the Presidency
of the 29th Conference of
Parties (COP 29) to include
a discussion on “climate
change-related unilateral
restrictive trade measures”
as part of the formal confe-
rence agenda.

“A regime of unilateral
trade measures on climate
change,” India stated on
Friday, “imposes the cost
of the transition to low-car-
bon economies on deve-
loping and low-income
countries... [SJuch mea-
sures are discriminatory...
and detrimental to multi-
lateral cooperation. They
violate  principles  of
equity.”

China’s petition was put
forward on behalf of a
grouping of countries
called BASIC, which in-

cludes Brazil, South Africa,
India, and China.

The petition is primarily
directed against a Euro-
pean Union proposal
called the Carbon Border
Adjustment  Mechanism
(CBAM), which imposes a
tax on products imported
into the EU that do not
conform to its carbon
emission norms. CBAM is
currently operating in a
“transitional phase” but
will come into full effect
from January 1, 2026.

Neither the BASIC pro-
posal nor India’s statement
explicitly mention the
CBAM; instead, they use
the phrase “arbitrary and
unjustifiable  unilateral
measures”.

A person aware of In-
dia’s negotiating positions
told The Hindu, on condi-
tion of anonymity, that this
was because using the
term ‘CBAM’ would be
seen as directly targeting
the EU, or a bloc of coun-
tries.

This is generally consi-
dered to be against the spi-
rit of UN-backed negotia-
tions on climate
conventions.

India voices dissent against trade
barriers linked to emissions

AR o 3choiel ¥ 31 SR
arem3tt & f@are rgAfa Jars

India Voices Disapproval of Protectionist Measures at
Climate Talks

ART & Farg aral # FIEI0MErE 3Ur W OHHgATT TS

¢ India has voiced its disapproval of “protectionist”
measures that link trade barriers and carbon emissions at
the ongoing climate talks in Baku, Azerbaijan.

AR & Faky, HSRISATT A Tol @ STod dldT H AR
T3t 3R FET IHSAT F SSA dTel “TIGIOTEREY” 3UTAT W)
3T I FEHATT TFd dT g

o A week before the UN summit began, China had
petitioned the Presidency of the 29th Conference of
Parties (COP 29) to include a discussion on “climate

change-related unilateral restrictive trade measures” as
part of the formal conference agenda.

o RIET FFA YE 817 F T qedlg Igel, 9l o COP
29 F HEJaTal ¥ “Faryg IRader § FEfOT v
YfAeUTcH® SR 39RY R 9T & daarie a@aed
ToisT H A e dr arfaenr & o

¢ India stated on Friday, “A regime of unilateral trade
measures on climate change imposes the cost of the

transition to low-carbon economies on developing and low-income countries... These



measures are discriminatory and detrimental to multilateral cooperation. They violate
principles of equity.”

YFHAR T HRA o Hgl, “Tdarg IR TR THATHT SR 3URIT 1 AT e 3k
fAF-3mT gt Gt W FA-Fe AATIEAT H FHAT I AT ST §... T 39
Hesmaqot AR sguehd FeAaT & v gifdsRs &1 F g & Beuidl 1 eewed
T Bl

China’s petition was put forward on behalf of a grouping of countries called BASIC,
which includes Brazil, South Africa, India, and China.

it T AT BASIC 31T & Ueh HAg &1 I & TEJd 1 15, Torae amefer, afaror
3T, TR, 3R =it enfAer €

The petition primarily targets a European Union proposal called the Carbon Border
Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM), which imposes a tax on products imported into the
EU that do not conform to its carbon emission norms.

IRl 1 HET T A 36T JUNT FF & TEATd FlaT dIT TSSIeeHT Adbfass
(CBAM) WX &, Sit EU & 3mafad 3o 3c91el W & 91T §, ST 3ch e Icdoled
AT & 3HT&T wTET gl &

CBAM is currently operating in a “transitional phase” but will come into full effect from
January 1, 2026.

CBAM AT #H “HHAVTEIGNT IO FH HH F @I ¢, olfehe] Ig 1 Fo1adt 2026 & T
& 9 o] g S|

Neither the BASIC proposal nor India’s statement explicitly mention the CBAM; instead,
they use the phrase “arbitrary and unjustifiable unilateral measures”.

T dr BASIC w¥dm@ 3R 7 & ¥R & 931 Y dk X CBAM & 3c0i@ IXd &, 39%
A d “HAA 3 FRAT THAGT IURT BT T A
A person aware of India’s negotiating positions told The Hindu, on condition of

anonymity, that this was because using the term ‘CBAM’ would be seen as directly
targeting the EU, or a bloc of countries.

HRA & ardt 1 FEafd & aRfd v cafed g fga 73 7 o= @ od W
garar f& g gafav fRar arar #3ife CBAM 2reg &I 9T EU, AT &2if & g &I
AT dv W FAaar sa= |1 @r A

This is generally considered to be against the spirit of UN-backed negotiations on
climate conventions.

S8 WA JUA-FATST STrerarg |eat oX ardt v a7 & [@eld A= Sidr gl




